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Isa Habibbayli
President of ANAS, Academician

THE HEYDAR ALIYEV PHENOMENON:
THE SCALE AND MISSION OF A POLITICAL PORTRAIT
“Azerbaijan is the meaning of my life”

Heydar Aliyev
National Leader of the Azerbaijani People

Heydar Aliyev, the National Leader of the Azerbaijani people, an outstanding statesman and one
of the most prominent figures in world politics, has become an eternal subject of research in the history
of independent statehood, science, literature, and art. The life, struggle, and ideals of this remarkable
personality have played a significant role both in the history and destiny of the nation and the country to
which he belonged, and, in a broader sense, in the global political and historical processes.

It is impossible to objectively and comprehensively analyze the political and historical deve-
lopments of Azerbaijan and the Soviet Union in the second half of the 20th century without consi-
dering the Heydar Aliyev factor. His participation, position, practical actions, views, and influence
occupied a special place in the relations of both the Republic of Azerbaijan and the Soviet Union
with leading world powers, political allies, neighboring states, and friendly nations.

Thus, Heydar Aliyev, who gained nationwide respect in his country as a source of national
pride and as a true savior of the state, was recognized as an outstanding statesman at the level of the
Soviet Union and was acknowledged internationally as one of the great masters of political leaders-
hip. After the dissolution of the Soviet Union, the majority of former Soviet leaders and members of
the Politburo failed to achieve a significant role in the political life or governance of the newly inde-
pendent Russian Federation, former Soviet republics, or international organizations, and many of
them soon faded into historical oblivion as retired politicians.

Heydar Aliyev, however, overcoming enormous difficulties and obstacles, returned to the center
of major politics at the demand of his people. He became one of the leading figures of the era of inde-
pendence on the global stage and rose to the status of the National Leader of the Azerbaijani people.

It is no coincidence that Heydar Aliyev was metaphorically described as “the hero of our ti-
me” [28, p. 4]. Through this recognition, Heydar Aliyev earned a lasting place in world history and
in the historical memory of his nation as a powerful statesman.

Therefore, the wise political vision, rich experience, unwavering determination, profound ideals, and
lifelong struggle of Heydar Aliyev will continue to be studied and analyzed as valuable lessons derived
from the history of statehood, illuminating the path of progress and development for states and peoples.

The biography of the outstanding statesman Heydar Aliyev represents, first and foremost, the
biography of the nation to which he belonged, as well as a chronicle of global processes from the
second half of the 20th century to the beginning of the 21st century. His meaningful and challen-
ging life path, his ideals of independent statehood, and his struggle for national development consti-
tute a genuine school of statehood and a lesson in Azerbaijani identity for the Azerbaijani people.

Heydar Alirza oglu Aliyev was born on May 10, 1923, in the city of Nakhchivan. His father,
Alirza Karbalayi Jafar oglu Aliyev, worked in railway transportation in Baku and Nakhchivan. His
mother, Izzet Aliyeva, was a homemaker who devoted herself to caring for a large family.

This family gave Azerbaijan prominent figures who made invaluable contributions to statehood, scien-
ce, education, and culture. Among the distinguished representatives of the Aliyev family are the renowned
scholar and academician Hasan Aliyev (1907-1993), People's Artist Huseyn Aliyev (1911-1991), Honored
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Teacher Shafiga Aliyeva (1930-2008), Corresponding Member of the Azerbaijan National Academy of Sci-
ences Agil Aliyev (1926-2006), Academician Jalal Aliyev (1928-2016), and Academician Rafiga Aliyeva
(1932-2017), who became widely recognized personalities in Azerbaijan and beyond its borders.

There is limited information available about the school years of Heydar Aliyev, the future outstanding
statesman. However, it is known that Heydar Aliyev studied at Secondary School No. 1 in Nakhchivan,
known as the International School, where he completed his education up to the seventh grade [16, 14, p. 15].

The following reflections by the National Leader himself about his school years provide a rea-
listic insight into the education he received at Secondary School No. 1 in Nakhchivan and the teac-
hers who influenced his intellectual and moral development:

“I am often asked who the people I respected most during my youth were. I have always ans-
wered.: the teachers who taught me at secondary school. I have had many teachers. Many teachers
and scholars taught me... However, the knowledge, upbringing, and impressions I gained from my
teachers while studying at secondary school in Nakhchivan have always remained alive in my he-
art. The faces of each of those teachers are still before my eyes today” [21, p. 29].

Among those teachers whose memory remained deeply cherished for him, Heydar Aliyev particularly
valued the contribution of Mahammad Rasizadeh, the elder brother of the prominent Romantic poet Huseyn
Javid, who taught him Azerbaijani language and literature at Secondary School No. 1 in Nakhchivan:

“He was an excellent teacher. He was extremely demanding; he pushed us hard, but he taught us
very well. He taught us Azerbaijani language and literature. Later, circumstances led me to use mainly the
Russian language for many years. While working in the State Security Committee and later in the Central
Committee, Russian was the dominant language. In Moscow, I spoke and wrote only in Russian. If, despite
all this, I did not lose my ability to speak and write fluently in Azerbaijani, one of the reasons was the lin-
guistic and literary education I received from my teacher Sheikh Mahammad “[Ibid].

Heydar Aliyev studied at the Nakhchivan Pedagogical School between 1936 and 1939. In or-
der to acquire the teaching profession, he deeply studied all subjects and gained great respect from
both his teachers and fellow students. During his years at the Nakhchivan Pedagogical School, he
distinguished himself from his peers through his talent, extensive reading, and intellectual abilities.

The recollections of Zarqalam Aliyeva, who studied at the same institution during the same peri-
od, demonstrate that Heydar Aliyev attracted attention from his youth due to his exceptional abilities:

“Our military instructor Akim Abbasov (who later became a major general) used to say that
Heydar would become the greatest military figure of the future, a general, even a marshal. Latif
Huseynzadeh (teacher of Azerbaijani language and literature — 1.H.) told him: ‘Heydar, you will
become one of the great personalities of the future, and everyone will be proud of you.” In other
words, Heydar Aliyev’s greatness and extraordinary qualities attracted everyone’s attention even at
that time... Heydar possessed unique leadership qualities.” [13, p. 130].

At the Nakhchivan Pedagogical School, Heydar Aliyev not only mastered the teaching profession
but also actively participated in drama and painting circles, demonstrating remarkable abilities in these
fields as well. One of his paintings is currently preserved in the Heydar Aliyev Museum in Nakhchivan.

At an art competition held at the Nakhchivan Pedagogical School, Heydar Aliyev won first place
for his illustrations based on the works of the great Russian poet Alexander Pushkin. In addition, he suc-
cessfully performed the role of Qajar in the play Vagif by the renowned Azerbaijani poet Samad Vur-
gun, staged by the drama circle directed by Nakhchivan Drama Theatre director Ibrahim Hamzayev.

For this reason, the National Leader himself repeatedly emphasized with a sense of gratitude
that the Nakhchivan Pedagogical School and the teachers who worked there played an important ro-
le in shaping his worldview and future perspectives:

“The education I received during that period helped me throughout all stages of my future li-
fe” [23, p. 136].
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Heydar Aliyev graduated from the Nakhchivan Pedagogical School with honors. He was as-
signed to work at a rural school in Gishlaq village of Shahbuz district, where he worked as a teacher
for only two or three months.

In 1939, after achieving excellent results in entrance examinations, he was admitted to the Fa-
culty of Architecture of the Azerbaijan Industrial Institute (currently the Azerbaijan State Oil and
Industry University — I.H.). However, due to financial difficulties faced by his family, he completed
only the first year and discontinued his studies, returning to Nakhchivan.

On October 15, 1941, by an order of the People's Commissariat of Internal Affairs of the
Nakhchivan Autonomous Soviet Socialist Republic, Heydar Aliyev was appointed as a researcher at
the Central State Archive of Nakhchivan. After working in this position for approximately seven
months, he was entrusted with the position of Head of the Secret Department of the Central State
Archive of Nakhchivan.

Soon afterwards, on July 14, 1943, he was promoted to the position of Head of the General Depart-
ment of the Council of People's Commissars of the Nakhchivan Autonomous Soviet Socialist Republic.

Beginning his professional career in state security institutions at a young age, Heydar Aliyev officially
joined the Ministry of State Security of the Nakhchivan Autonomous Soviet Socialist Republic in May 1944
after being awarded the military rank of lieutenant. As an operational officer, he supervised the border areas
of the autonomous republic with Iran, closely followed the political processes taking place in Southern Azer-
baijan during those years, and successfully carried out special assignments related to this field.

Due to his professional abilities and effective performance, Heydar Aliyev was appointed He-
ad of a Department at the Ministry of State Security of the Nakhchivan ASSR and promoted to the
rank of senior lieutenant. Taking into consideration his professional competence and social activity,
he became a member of the Communist Party in 1945 [9, p. 32].

He received specialized education at the Higher School for Operational Personnel of the Mi-
nistry of State Security of the USSR in Leningrad and graduated from this institution with honors in
1950. Upon completion of his studies, Heydar Aliyev continued his career as Head of the 5th De-
partment of the Ministry of State Security of the Nakhchivan ASSR.

Demonstrating exceptional professional abilities, Heydar Aliyev was transferred to the central
structure in August 1950 and began working at the Ministry of State Security of the Azerbaijan
SSR. As Head of the 6th Division of the 2nd Department of the Ministry of State Security of the
Azerbaijan SSR, he proved himself as a highly qualified security officer.

At the same time, between 1951 and 1957, Heydar Aliyev pursued higher education in history at
Azerbaijan State University through correspondence studies and graduated with distinction. According to the
memoirs of his fellow student at Azerbaijan State University, Dovlat Mammadov, Heydar Aliyev “became
the leader of the group ... and gained respect throughout the entire university” [13, p. 143].

As a responsible officer of the State Security Committee of Azerbaijan, Heydar Aliyev suc-
cessfully carried out a number of state-important assignments both inside the country and abroad
with a high level of professionalism. Consequently, he was promoted and appointed Head of the
Counterintelligence Department of the State Security Committee of Azerbaijan in 1958.

During his service in the State Security Committee of Azerbaijan, Heydar Aliyev achieved
significant changes in the field of counterintelligence and successfully fulfilled numerous important
state missions, becoming recognized as a highly professional specialist. In recognition of his achie-
vements in this responsible field, he was awarded the “For Exemplary Service” Medal (2nd Class)
in 1959 and the “Honorary Officer of the State Security Service” Medal in 1960.

Furthermore, his award of the Order of the Red Star on May 26, 1962, “for services in ensu-
ring state security of the USSR,” one of the significant distinctions of that period, demonstrated that
Heydar Aliyev had already been recognized at the Soviet Union level as a highly professional figure
within the state security system.
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The awarding of the Honorary Diploma of the Supreme Soviet of the Azerbaijan SSR to the
young security officer in 1964 was not only an expression of high appreciation for his difficult and
responsible work but also reflected the trust placed in him by the state.

On March 2, 1964, Heydar Alirza oglu Aliyev was appointed Deputy Chairman of the State Secu-
rity Committee under the Council of Ministers of the Azerbaijan SSR. This appointment opened the way
for representatives of the Azerbaijani people to occupy leading positions within the state security system.

Between 1964 and 1967, serving as First Deputy Chairman of the State Security Committee
under the Council of Ministers of the Azerbaijan SSR, Heydar Aliyev expanded the representation
of Azerbaijanis within this important institution and increased their role. The State Security Com-
mittee of Azerbaijan was gradually strengthened with professional personnel and freed from ele-
ments that acted against Azerbaijani national interests.

In recognition of his special services, Heydar Aliyev was awarded the “For Exemplary Service” Me-
dal in 1964, the 20th Anniversary of Victory in the Great Patriotic War of 1941-1945 Medal in 1965, and
was promoted to the rank of colonel. His participation in the advanced leadership training course at the F.
Dzerzhinsky Higher School of the USSR State Security Committee in Moscow from February to May 1966
was also an important indication that he was being considered for higher-level leadership positions.

Following these achievements, the appointment of Heydar Alirza oglu Aliyev as Chairman of
the State Security Committee of Azerbaijan in 1967 clearly demonstrated his growing authority
both within the Soviet Union and in the republic.

Considering that he was the first Azerbaijani to be appointed Chairman of the State Security
Committee of Azerbaijan during the Soviet period, this achievement reveals the exceptional capabi-
lities and professional qualities of this experienced and talented personality.

By becoming Chairman of the State Security Committee of Azerbaijan, Heydar Aliyev succeeded
in overcoming the cautious attitude traditionally maintained toward Azerbaijanis during the Soviet era and
ensured that the security institution served not only the interests of the Soviet Union but also the interests
of Azerbaijan and its people. This marked the beginning of a new stage in Heydar Aliyev’s political rise.

In March 1967, Heydar Aliyev was elected deputy to the Supreme Soviet of the Azerbaijan
SSR from the Julfa district of the Nakhchivan Autonomous Republic, and on October 30 of the sa-
me year, he was promoted to the rank of major general.

Throughout 1967, Heydar Aliyev was also awarded the 50th Anniversary Medal of the Soviet
Militia, the 50th Anniversary Medal of the USSR Armed Forces, and the 50th Anniversary Badge
of the State Security Committee.

By this period, Heydar Aliyev had already been recognized at the Soviet Union level as a po-
litically reliable, ideologically committed, and highly capable leadership figure. He had gained ac-
ceptance among the highest state circles as a promising and influential political leader.

For all these reasons, Heydar Aliyev’s appointment to the leadership of the Azerbaijan Soviet
Republic was naturally welcomed both at the level of the Soviet Union and within the republic it-
self. As is known, at the plenum of the Central Committee of the Communist Party of Azerbaijan
held on June 14, 1969, Heydar Alirza oglu Aliyev was elected First Secretary of the Central Com-
mittee. This marked the beginning of a new stage both in the development of the Azerbaijan Soviet
Socialist Republic and in the life and activities of Heydar Aliyev as an outstanding statesman. It
was indeed “the opening of a magnificent page in the history of Azerbaijan” [71, p. 9].

As the leader of Soviet Azerbaijan, Heydar Aliyev expressed his firm position regarding the
problems existing in the republic at the plenum of the Central Committee of the Communist Party
of Azerbaijan on August 5, 1969, and presented a clear and specific program for overcoming them.
This decisive position “caused a wide resonance not only in the USSR but also beyond the borders
of the Soviet Union” [1, p. 221].
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During his leadership of Soviet Azerbaijan from 1969 to 1982, Heydar Aliyev implemented
large-scale reforms in political and ideological, economic, cultural, scientific, and literary spheres.
As a result, Azerbaijan was transformed from one of the least developed republics among the 15
Soviet republics into one of the leading republics of the USSR.

Azerbaijan, which had previously lagged behind in many areas, achieved significant progress
and was repeatedly awarded the Challenge Red Banner based on the results of nationwide socialist
competitions. Furthermore, substantial achievements were gained in various sectors, particularly in
agriculture and industry.

According to data based on official statistics, this period is characterized as a stage of econo-
mic growth and comprehensive development of Azerbaijan. During the first period of Heydar Ali-
yev’s leadership, the republic overcame backwardness in agriculture and simultaneously developed
into a major industrial center.

According to historians’ research and analyses: “During Heydar Aliyev’s leadership of the re-
public between 1969 and 1982, more than 250 factories, plants, and production facilities were com-
missioned, creating 690,000 new jobs. Industrial sectors based on advanced technologies began to
develop. Due to the significant development potential of mechanical engineering, chemical industry,
petrochemical industry, construction materials, food industry, and other sectors, more than 45 per-
cent of investments were directed toward the development of these areas” [5, p. 15].

At the same time, science, education, and culture experienced rapid development in the repub-
lic. Through the determination and political will of the outstanding statesman Heydar Aliyev, the
Azerbaijani language was included for the first time as the state language in the Constitution of the
Azerbaijan Soviet Socialist Republic in 1978.

This achievement represented the successful continuation of the process of strengthening
Azerbaijani national identity, which had begun only three months after his election as the leader of
Soviet Azerbaijan, when Heydar Aliyev delivered a speech in his native language at the ceremonial
meeting dedicated to the 50th anniversary of S. M. Kirov Azerbaijan State University.

At the same time, Heydar Aliyev, despite pressure from the Kremlin and political forces sur-
rounding it, succeeded in organizing in 1982 the 100th anniversary celebration of Nariman Narima-
nov’s birth not only as a prominent writer but also as a statesman, and ensured the erection of a mo-
numental statue in his honor in Baku.

Similarly, the wide-scale celebration of the 600th anniversary of the great Azerbaijani poet and thin-
ker Imadaddin Nasimi in 1973 and the erection of his monument in Baku in 1980 not only contributed to
introducing this outstanding figure of Azerbaijani culture more deeply to the people, especially the youn-
ger generation, but also put an end to attempts by those seeking to appropriate his legacy.

In 1982, as the leader of Soviet Azerbaijan, Heydar Aliyev achieved the return to the home-
land of the remains of Huseyn Javid, one of the founders of Romanticism in Azerbaijani literature,
an outstanding Romantic poet and playwright who had been exiled to Siberia during the period of
political repression under the accusation of nationalism and died there.

This was the first and only case in the Soviet Union when the remains of a person who had died in
political exile were removed from one of the Siberian burial grounds and returned to his homeland.

Heydar Aliyev organized the farewell ceremony for Huseyn Javid at the building of the Insti-
tute of Manuscripts of the Azerbaijan Academy of Sciences in Baku, where the great artist had once
lived. Representatives of the public, writers, poets, and scholars participated in this ceremony, and
Heydar Aliyev himself personally attended the event.

Afterwards, Huseyn Javid was buried in his native city of Nakhchivan. This event was percei-
ved as almost miraculous throughout the Soviet Union. Such an achievement could only have been
realized by a determined, influential, patriotic, and visionary statesman like Heydar Aliyev.
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The solemn celebration of the centenary anniversaries of the Azerbaijan State Academic Dra-
ma Theatre (1973), the magazine Azerbaijani Woman (1974), the 90th anniversary of the great com-
poser Uzeyir Hajibeyli (1975), and the 780th anniversary of the outstanding Azerbaijani scholar and
thinker Nasir al-Din Tusi (1981), along with Heydar Aliyev’s remarkable speeches delivered at the-
se events, contributed significantly to the formation of the Azerbaijani national worldview.

Heydar Aliyev’s personal participation and profound speech at the 25th anniversary celebrati-
on of the Academy of Sciences held in 1975 became not only a significant historical event in the de-
velopment of the Academy but also played an important role in strengthening scientific progress
and the ideas of Azerbaijani identity in the country.

The awarding of the Order of Friendship of Peoples to the Academy of Sciences on this occa-
sion represented the highest expression of state support and attention toward science, the Academy,
and the scientific intellectual community.

Heydar Aliyev’s participation and speeches at congresses of the Unions of Azerbaijani Wri-
ters, Composers, and Artists also contributed to the deepening of national and spiritual values and
the development of the idea of Azerbaijani identity as a nationwide movement.

This process was further strengthened by the support provided, through various means, to figures
such as academician Ziya Bunyadov, Hero of the Soviet Union, who viewed the incorporation of Azer-
baijan into Russia as an act of occupation; People’s Poet Bakhtiyar Vahabzadeh, who wrote the poem
Gulustan about the division of Azerbaijan at the beginning of the twentieth century; corresponding
member of ANAS Abbas Zamanov, who expressed opposition to the transfer of the Nakhchivan Auto-
nomous Republic to Armenia; and many others who defended national historical and cultural values.

Those who attempted to obstruct this process by sending various reports to the central authori-
ties in Moscow and writing anonymous letters were unable to achieve their goals.

Later, in an interview with journalists, Heydar Aliyev specifically emphasized that during the
years when he held high positions in Azerbaijan’s leadership structures, “no dissident or anyone el-
se had been punished for conducting anti-Soviet propaganda” 2, p. 42].

In an interview with journalists in Moscow, Heydar Aliyev also expressed his critical attitude
toward attempts to artificially create the image of a dissident in Soviet society:

“Once, in 1989, while a journalist was interviewing me in Moscow, we were discussing the period
when I led Azerbaijan. He asked me whether there had been dissidents in Azerbaijan at that time or not. [
replied that there had not been. He asked why. I said that we were not looking for dissidents. Naturally, if
we had searched for them, many dissidents could have been found. For example, if we had looked for dis-
sidents in Azerbaijan during those years, in the 1960s and 1970s, there would have been many.”

The greatest dissident was Bakhiyar Vahabzadeh. Even... when I was working in the Ministry
of State Security, the issue of his arrest had been raised. Or Khalil Rza was one of the greatest dissi-
dents as well. Because his works, as well as those of Bakhiyar Vahabzadeh, expressed the truth. Ho-
wever, this truth contradicted the communist ideology of that time.

...Magsud Ibrahimbeyov and Rustam Ibrahimbeyov were genuine dissidents. However, we
did not allow them to become dissidents.

...If at that time they were not persecuted, if, unlike in other places, they were not called dissi-
dents, if they were not deprived of something for some reason, then it means that this was our achie-
vement, ...the result of the policy we pursued during those difficult years [4, p. 90-91].

Undoubtedly, there were important factors behind Heydar Aliyev’s policy of Azerbaijanism, which
he implemented despite the strict requirements of the Soviet regime, and behind his ability to preserve and
protect patriotic Azerbaijani intellectuals. First of all, the fair position of Heydar Aliyev, who gave an in-
terview entitled “Let Justice Prevail” (Pust spravedlivost pobedit) published in the widely circulated Sovi-
et and international newspaper Literaturnaya Gazeta, openly criticizing injustices and shortcomings in so-
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ciety; the tireless and purposeful activity of the republican leader; and his deep confidence in himself and
his people became the main points of support for the successful continuation of the chosen path.

In addition, the trustworthy relations established by Heydar Aliyev with Soviet leader Leonid
Brezhnev and Yuri Andropov, Chairman of the State Security Committee and member of the Polit-
buro, ensured the uninterrupted continuation of the pursued policy and the path of Azerbaijanism.

The visit of Leonid Brezhnev, General Secretary of the Communist Party of the Soviet Union,
to Azerbaijan on September 30, 1970, and his second visit to Baku on September 2427, 1982, the
high-level organization of his reception by the leader of Soviet Azerbaijan, and the implementation
of a number of carefully planned events on this occasion were among the significant political and
historical events demonstrating Azerbaijan’s prestige at the Union level during that period.

At the same time, the election of the prominent statesman Heydar Aliyev as a candidate member of
the Politburo of the Central Committee of the Communist Party of the Soviet Union on March 5, 1976, his
election as a full member of the Politburo on November 22, 1982, and his being awarded the title of Hero
of Socialist Labour by the Decree of the Presidium of the Supreme Soviet of the USSR dated August 24,
1979, demonstrated his exceptional authority among the leaders of the union republics within the USSR.

Regardless of the social system in which they occurred, these historical events, each of which
remains a source of pride for our country and people, reflected both the special respect for the per-
sonality and activities of the prominent statesman Heydar Aliyev and the high appreciation of the
great achievements gained in the Azerbaijan Soviet Socialist Republic.

Among the 15 republics that were part of the USSR, only the leaders of three republics —
Ukraine, Azerbaijan, and Kazakhstan — managed to achieve both of the above-mentioned distincti-
ons: membership in the Politburo and the title of Hero of Socialist Labour.

Therefore, the years when Heydar Aliyev led Soviet Azerbaijan represent a special period of
development in the history of our people and our country.

A new stage in the biography of the prominent statesman Heydar Aliyev began with the conti-
nuation of his activities in the Council of Ministers of the USSR. Thus, by the Decree of the Presi-
dium of the Supreme Soviet of the USSR dated November 23, 1982, Heydar Aliyev was appointed
First Deputy Chairman of the Council of Ministers of the USSR. This was a significant achieve-
ment of the leader of a union republic, who had reached such a high position in the leadership of the
state known as the Soviet Union. As historians rightly note, “Heydar Aliyev was the first person
among the leaders of the Muslim republics of the USSR to rise to such a high position™ [15, p.70].

As a member of the Politburo and First Deputy Chairman of the Council of Ministers of the
USSR, Heydar Aliyev led the transport sector of the Soviet Union and, at the same time, supervised
the fields of education, healthcare, and culture. He resolved problems related to the construction of
the Baikal-Amur Mainline (BAM), built for the development of the Far Eastern territories of the
USSR, and in fact ensured the completion of the construction of this enormous railway project,
whose progress had practically been halted.

Heydar Aliyev also considered it necessary to create conditions for new initiatives in improving
governance within the Soviet state. At the proposal of Soviet leader Yuri Andropov, he prepared and
submitted for discussion a draft law on ways to increase the powers and role of labour collectives in sta-
te administration. In addition, in 1984, under Heydar Aliyev’s leadership, the draft law “On the Main
Directions of the Reform of General Education and Vocational Schools” was prepared, and he delivered
a report on this issue at a session of the Presidium of the Supreme Soviet of the USSR.

Heydar Aliyev was also involved in improving the Soviet healthcare system. He was one of
the principal authors of the resolution of the Council of Ministers of the USSR “On the Develop-
ment of Public Health Protection and the Main Directions of the Restructuring of Healthcare in the
USSR for the Period up to 2000.”
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As a member of the Politburo, Heydar Aliyev actively participated in implementing the Soviet
Union’s Eastern policy. He headed Soviet delegations visiting India, Syria, North Korea, Vietnam,
Laos, and Angola, and ensured the implementation of appropriate measures aimed at further expan-
ding the USSR’s relations with these countries.

In addition, Heydar Aliyev successfully carried out the responsible task of heading the State Com-
mission for investigating the sensational tragedy caused by the sinking of the Admiral Nakhimov vessel.

The first period of the Kremlin stage in the biography of the prominent statesman Heydar Aliyev
was highly successful. Soviet leader Yuri Andropov highly appreciated Heydar Aliyev’s services as “an
outstanding figure of the Party and the Soviet state.” As a member of the Politburo and First Deputy Cha-
irman of the Council of Ministers of the USSR, Heydar Aliyev was awarded the title of Hero of Socialist
Labour for the second time for his great services to the Communist Party and the Soviet state.

However, after Mikhail Gorbachev was elected General Secretary of the Central Committee of the
Communist Party of the Soviet Union on March 11, 1985, the attitude towards Heydar Aliyev in the
Kremlin changed. Gorbachev’s perestroika policy, many aspects of which Heydar Aliyev considered un-
successful, as well as Gorbachev’s decision to destroy viticulture farms throughout the country under the
pretext of fighting alcoholism, which had a strong economic foundation, created tensions in their relations.

Most importantly, Mikhail Gorbachev, who lost his political image due to his incompetence in state
governance, developed a jealous attitude towards Heydar Aliyev, a prominent statesman who enjoyed great
authority within the Soviet leadership, throughout the Soviet Union, and internationally. As acknowledged in
academic studies, “Heydar Aliyev stood out in the Politburo for his fairness, objectivity, intellect, and prin-
cipled position. Mikhail Gorbachev was often intimidated by his courageous speeches” [26, p.260].

As a result, Heydar Aliyev, First Deputy Chairman of the Council of Ministers of the USSR
and member of the Politburo, resigned from his positions on October 21, 1987, as an expression of
protest against Mikhail Gorbachev’s governance policy.

The activities of Armenian separatists close to Mikhail Gorbachev in Moscow also played an
important role in Heydar Aliyev’s removal from office. It is not accidental that shortly after Heydar
Aliyev was removed from the Soviet leadership, statements demanding the transfer of Nagorno-Ka-
rabakh, an ancient territory of Azerbaijan, to Armenia began to be voiced by Armenians close to
Kremlin circles. With the support of Mikhail Gorbachev and his associates, the First Nagorno-Kara-
bakh War was provoked, resulting in the occupation of Azerbaijani territories.

It should be noted that during the period when Heydar Aliyev represented Azerbaijan in the
Soviet leadership, he always demonstrated special attention and care towards Azerbaijan. He clo-
sely monitored the increase of the state budget of the Azerbaijan SSR and ensured the allocation of
additional financial resources for the construction of a number of facilities in the republic.

The reconstruction of the Young Spectators Theatre, the construction of the Automobile Plant
in the city of Ganja, and the establishment of resort centres along the Caspian Sea coast were practi-
cal expressions of the First Deputy Chairman of the Council of Ministers of the USSR’s caring atti-
tude towards his native republic.

The most responsible period in the complex and honourable life path of Heydar Aliyev relates to the
years 1987-1990, following his removal from membership of the Politburo and from the position of First
Deputy Chairman of the USSR Council of Ministers. As is known, during this period Heydar Aliyev, who
had the status of a pensioner of union significance, was kept under surveillance by the Soviet leadership at
a state residence near Moscow. Under the instructions of Mikhail Gorbachev, an artificially created cam-
paign against Heydar Aliyev, known as “Aliyevshchina”, was launched in Pravda newspaper and other
central press organs, and fabricated articles directed against him were published and disseminated.

Unfortunately, during those years, the leaders of the Azerbaijan Republic, such as Abdurrah-
man Vazirov and Ayaz Mutallibov, who did not stand with their own people but instead supported
the Kremlin’s malicious policy towards Azerbaijan, followed the path of intensifying and expan-
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ding the slanderous campaign initiated by the central authorities. Both the Soviet leadership and
those governing Azerbaijan attempted to prevent Heydar Aliyev from returning from Moscow to his
homeland through various measures. Preventing Heydar Aliyev’s return to Azerbaijan was aimed at
enabling the Soviet leadership and the Armenian separatists supported by them to fully implement
their plans to divide our country, occupy our territories, and weaken our people.

Despite all difficulties and obstacles, during these years Heydar Aliyev constantly sought opportu-
nities to return to Azerbaijan and participate in the national liberation struggle of his people. Risking his
own life, on 21 January 1990 he left the state residence near Moscow where he was being kept under
special surveillance and came to the Permanent Representation of Azerbaijan in Moscow, where he ma-
de a strong statement concerning the tragedy of 20 January. Through this decisive step, he ensured that
information about the tragic events was conveyed to the international community.

Demonstrating true courage, Heydar Aliyev stated that the main perpetrators of the tragedy of
20 January were the leadership of the USSR and the leaders of the Azerbaijan Republic, thereby gi-
ving legitimacy and moral justification to the national liberation struggle of his people. At the same
time, “from the very first day of the struggle for independence, Heydar Aliyev, represented in the
freedom movement through his ideas and portraits raised in the squares, firmly declared through
his Moscow Statement that he participated in this responsible and honourable struggle” [5, p.165].

Therefore, Heydar Aliyev’s Moscow Statement of 21 January 1990 was rightfully called “the
first proclamation of the Independence Act of the Republic of Azerbaijan.” (Ibid., p.165)

Furthermore, while being under the control of the Kremlin leadership, Heydar Aliyev searc-
hed for ways to return to his native Azerbaijan. Nikolai Zenkovich, who worked in a responsible
position within the Soviet leadership and the Kremlin apparatus, had the opportunity to observe the
processes taking place there and to know closely the members of the Politburo. In his book The Zig-
zags of Fate, he notes that Heydar Aliyev was fully determined to return to Azerbaijan:

“Despite being removed from politics, as always, Heydar Aliyev never abandoned his sense of
responsibility for the destiny of his people. During days decisive for his homeland, Heydar Aliyev was
ready to take risky steps, despite the possibility of unpleasant circumstances and dramatic situations”
[27, p.124].

Eventually, his profound sense of patriotism prevailed, and on 20 July 1990 he returned to
Azerbaijan by plane without the permission of the Kremlin.

Specifically, upon instructions from the Kremlin, Ayaz Mutallibov refused to allow Heydar
Aliyev to reside in Baku. In order to avoid further obstacles and confrontation, on 22 July 1990
Heydar Aliyev secretly travelled by plane to the city of Nakhchivan. The population of the Nakhc-
hivan Autonomous Republic welcomed the arrival of the prominent statesman with a genuine at-
mosphere of celebration. At a rally held in the main square of Nakhchivan in connection with Hey-
dar Aliyev’s arrival, 80,000 people participated and expressed their full support for the great son of
the Azerbaijani people. (See: Return (Chronicle). Baku: “Azorbaycan”, 1996, p.758)

During that period, Heydar Aliyev stood together with his people in the national liberation struggle
taking place in the Nakhchivan Autonomous Republic and prevented the occupation of this ancient Azer-
baijani region by Armenia. With the will and support of the population of the Nakhchivan Autonomous
Republic, Heydar Aliyev was elected on 30 September 1990 as a deputy to the Supreme Soviet of the
Azerbaijan SSR from the Nehram electoral district and to the Supreme Soviet of the Nakhchivan Autono-
mous Soviet Socialist Republic from the M.F. Akhundov electoral district in Nakhchivan.

Presiding over the first session of the Supreme Soviet of the Nakhchivan Autonomous Soviet
Socialist Republic, Heydar Aliyev achieved the adoption of the decision at the session held on 17
November 1990 to accept the tricolour flag of the Azerbaijan Democratic Republic as the official
state symbol of the Nakhchivan Autonomous Republic. This was one of the greatest historical
events in the national liberation struggle of the Azerbaijani people.
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At the same session chaired by Heydar Aliyev, it was also decided to remove the words “So-
viet Socialist” from the official name of the Nakhchivan Autonomous Soviet Socialist Republic and
to rename the Supreme Soviet of the Nakhchivan ASSR as the Supreme Assembly of the Nakhchi-
van Autonomous Republic. This was clear evidence of Heydar Aliyev’s foresight in predicting the
collapse of the USSR even during the period when Mikhail Gorbachev remained in power.

The adoption of the decision to recognise the tricolour flag of the Azerbaijan Democratic Repub-
lic as the state flag of the Nakhchivan Autonomous Republic, as well as the appeal to the supreme
authorities of Azerbaijan to recognise this flag as one of the state symbols of the country, represents one
of Heydar Aliyev’s historic services to the Azerbaijani people and the independent Azerbaijani state.

Moreover, Heydar Aliyev’s official application on 19 July 1991 to withdraw from the Communist
Party of the Soviet Union and his success in achieving this goal significantly contributed not only to the
expansion of the national liberation movement in Azerbaijan but also throughout the Soviet Union.

Soon afterwards, with the dissolution of the USSR and the declaration of independence by the
Republic of Azerbaijan on 18 October 1991, Heydar Aliyev’s far-sightedness was fully confirmed.

Furthermore, at the session of the Supreme Assembly of the Nakhchivan Autonomous Repub-
lic on 14 March 1991, a decision was adopted not to implement in the autonomous republic the de-
cision of the Supreme Soviet of the Azerbaijan SSR regarding the holding of a referendum on sig-
ning a new Union Treaty aimed at preserving the USSR, initiated by Mikhail Gorbachev. This step
was also one of Heydar Aliyev’s historic contributions to the collapse of the USSR and the estab-
lishment of an independent Azerbaijani state.

Although Heydar Aliyev repeatedly stated that he had no intention of assuming any official position
upon his return to his homeland, he at the same time demonstrated respect for the will of the people, especi-
ally during the most difficult periods. At the insistence and request of the population of the Autonomous Re-
public, he was elected Chairman of the Supreme Majlis of the Nakhchivan Autonomous Republic at the ses-
sion of the Supreme Majlis held on 3 September 1991. Although Heydar Aliyev delivered speeches four ti-
mes at the session of the Supreme Majlis of the Nakhchivan Autonomous Republic and refused to accept the
position, he was compelled to assume the post of Chairman of the Supreme Majlis as a result of the unani-
mous decision of 77 deputies representing the autonomous republic [19, p. 169-190].

As Chairman of the Supreme Majlis of the Nakhchivan Autonomous Republic, Heydar Aliyev sa-
ved this ancient land, an integral part of Azerbaijan, from occupation by Armenia. He ensured the peaceful
withdrawal of Soviet army units stationed in Nakhchivan from the territory of the autonomous republic.

On 21 November 1991, Heydar Aliyev founded the New Azerbaijan Party, which would later
play an exceptional role in the future history of Azerbaijan’s statechood. At a time when military
groups resembling partisan detachments, controlled by various organizations and individuals, exis-
ted in the Karabakh region of Azerbaijan, Heydar Aliyev established the State Defence Committee
in the Nakhchivan Autonomous Republic by his decision of 7 September 1991.

The abolition of collective and state farms and the implementation of land reforms in Azerbai-
jan were also carried out for the first time under the leadership of Heydar Aliyev, Chairman of the
Supreme Majlis of the Nakhchivan Autonomous Republic, beginning in 1992 [22, p. 766].

The culmination of the struggle and ideals of Heydar Aliyev, the National Leader of the Azer-
baijani people, was the achievement of state independence by our country. In his speeches on vario-
us occasions, the Great Leader emphasized that the establishment of an independent state was a his-
toric achievement of the Azerbaijani people and identified the preservation and strengthening of sta-
te independence as the most important task.

Unfortunately, however, Abulfaz Elchibey and Ayaz Mutallibov, who came to power at the begin-
ning of the 1990s, failed to preserve the territorial integrity and socio-political stability of the Republic of
Azerbaijan. As a result of Armenian aggression, 20 percent of Azerbaijan’s territories in Karabakh and
surrounding regions were occupied, while Azerbaijanis living in Western Azerbaijan were expelled from
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their ancestral lands. Consequently, nearly one million Azerbaijani citizens were forced to become inter-
nally displaced persons and refugees, scattered across Baku and various regions of Azerbaijan.

Unfortunately, the United Nations resolutions demanding the withdrawal of Armenian armed
forces from the occupied territories of Azerbaijan remained unimplemented. Thus, a serious mili-
tary and economic crisis emerged in the republic, and socio-political stability was disrupted. The
successive “leaders” of the Azerbaijan Popular Front—Musavat alliance, as well as Ayaz Mutallibov,
lacked the ability and competence to lead the Republic of Azerbaijan out of this difficult situation.

Under such extremely challenging and comprehensive crisis conditions, the only force capab-
le of saving the Azerbaijani people from the threat of losing state independence was Heydar Aliyev,
an outstanding statesman possessing vast political experience.

In 1991-1992, prominent intellectuals of Azerbaijan travelled from Baku to Nakhchivan, met
with Heydar Aliyev, Chairman of the Supreme Majlis of the Nakhchivan Autonomous Republic,
and appealed to him to return to political power in order to save the country and the state from the
danger of losing its independence. Although Heydar Aliyev repeatedly stated that he had no intenti-
on of holding a high state position, he did not accept these proposals each time.

However, the continuation of the loss of Azerbaijani territories in Karabakh and surrounding
regions, as well as the real threat facing Azerbaijan’s independent statehood, eventually led the Gre-
at Leader to agree to the establishment of the New Azerbaijan Party.

In response to the appeal entitled “Azerbaijan Awaits Your Word”, published in the newspa-
per Sas on 16 October 1991 by 91 prominent Azerbaijani intellectuals, Heydar Aliyev gave a positi-
ve response through his article entitled “For a New Independent Azerbaijan.”

In the article “Azerbaijan Awaits Your Path”, prominent Azerbaijani intellectuals scientifi-
cally and politically substantiated the necessity of Heydar Aliyev’s return to power in order to pre-
vent the loss of the state independence that had been achieved. They stated:

“The existing government is unable to fully control socio-political processes... Those who spoke
about democracy in the streets and squares until yesterday do not understand what democracy truly me-
ans. Due to the political inexperience of the leadership, incompetence in governance, and the desire for
power, certain forces from both inside and outside the country are using this situation for their own in-
terests... The remaining economic potential of the republic is being destroyed, and our natural resour-
ces are being plundered. Hundreds of intellectuals and highly qualified specialists are leaving the co-
untry due to hopelessness about the future. Among political parties, there is no strong leader who, in the
true sense of the word, has gained the deep trust and confidence of broad segments of the population, is
capable of uniting people from different social groups around him, and possesses comprehensive and
mature knowledge of all spheres of international and national life. If you agree to lead the New Azerbai-
jan Party, Azerbaijan awaits your word and your decisive decision” [6].

Taking into consideration the difficult situation that had emerged in the republic, particularly
the threat of losing state independence, the prominent statesman Heydar Aliyev stated in his article
entitled “For a New Independent Azerbaijan”, published in the newspaper Sas on 6 November 1992,
that he was ready to participate in the activities of such a party in the name of independent statehood:

“No one has the right to remain indifferent to the problems related to the present and future destiny
of Azerbaijan. I believe that, under the conditions of democracy, political pluralism, and a system that
forms the foundation of the future life and activities of an independent Azerbaijani state, the establishment
of the New Azerbaijan political party mentioned in your appeal arises from an objective necessity.

Such a party, by actively participating in the socio-political life of Azerbaijan, can play a his-
toric role in strengthening and developing the new, independent Azerbaijani state.

If such a party is established, I am ready to participate in its activities”[ 12].

Thus, on 21 November 1992, the founding congress of the New Azerbaijan Party was held in
the city of Nakhchivan under the chairmanship of Heydar Aliyev. At the founding congress, which
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took place at the Nakhchivan State Musical Drama Theatre named after Jalil Mammadguluzadeh,
the establishment of the New Azerbaijan Party was officially announced, the party’s Programme
and Charter were adopted, and, most importantly, the prominent statesman Heydar Aliyev was elec-
ted chairman of this political party through an open vote.

This event marked the beginning of major changes in Azerbaijani society during the period of
independence. Indeed, as it has rightly been noted:

“The party founded by Heydar Aliyev, the eternal ideologist of the New Azerbaijan Party,
successfully overcame all the challenges and difficulties of its time, proving its commitment to the
people and confirming that it is the party of yesterday, today, and tomorrow” [14, p. 781].

The relations established by Heydar Aliyev, Chairman of the Supreme Assembly of the
Nakhchivan Autonomous Republic, with the Republic of Tiirkiye and the Islamic Republic of Iran
played a significant role in saving Nakhchivan from Armenian occupation and ensuring its socio-
economic development. As the leader of the autonomous republic, Heydar Aliyev paid official vi-
sits to Tirkiye and Iran, conducted negotiations, and signed relevant agreements. The visit of Prime
Minister of the Republic of Turkey Suleyman Demirel to Nakhchivan on 28 May 1992 was an im-
portant historical event of international significance. On the same day, the opening ceremony of the
“Bridge of Hope” connecting Nakhchivan with Turkey was held in the village of Sederek of the
Nakhchivan Autonomous Republic. At the large-scale rally organized on the bridge on this occasi-
on, Suleyman Demirel and Heydar Aliyev delivered historic speeches.

The Decree “On the Establishment of the World Azerbaijanis’ Solidarity Day”, signed by
Heydar Aliyev on 16 December 1992 as Chairman of the Supreme Assembly of the Nakhchivan
Autonomous Republic, was also an event of significant political and historical importance. It was
precisely through this historic decree that the concept of world Azerbaijanis was revived in Azerbai-
jan and transformed into a broad-based movement.

Throughout his entire political career, Heydar Aliyev provided significant support for the de-
velopment of Azerbaijani intellectual life. During the Nakhchivan period of his activities, he also
undertook important initiatives aimed at promoting science, education, and culture. The grand ce-
lebration of the 110th anniversary of Huseyn Javid, the prominent representative of Azerbaijani ro-
mantic literature, in Nakhchivan; the staging of dramatic works by local writers at the Nakhchivan
Theatre; his meetings with figures of science, literature, and art; as well as his support for the activi-
ties of the newspaper Sharq Gapisi were manifestations of his attention and concern for strengthe-
ning the role of intellectuals in the development of society.

The visits of the prominent statesman Heydar Aliyev to Nakhchivan State University twice in
1992, as well as his meetings with the academic staff and students, represented important steps to-
wards the formation of a new generation of intellectuals in the autonomous republic during the peri-
od of independence. His participation on 11 October 1992 in the international scientific conference
held at Nakhchivan State University on the topic “Organization of Economic Relations and Cross-
Border Trade under the Conditions of Transition to a Market Economy” and his profound speech
delivered there became a conceptual presentation of the political and economic foundations and
strategies of the transition to a market economy in the region.

Furthermore, Heydar Aliyev’s participation in the jubilee ceremony dedicated to the 25th anniver-
sary of Nakhchivan State University on 12 November 1992 and his pragmatic speech, which reflected a
far-sighted vision regarding the main directions and objectives of Azerbaijan’s science and education po-
licy during the independence period, contributed to bringing the urgent problems requiring solutions in
these fields to public attention in the newly established historical stage of the Republic of Azerbaijan.

The following statements expressed by Heydar Aliyev at the jubilee ceremony reflected a call
to focus attention on the main directions of restructuring higher education in newly independent
Azerbaijan through the example of Nakhchivan State University:
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“Today, Azerbaijan, as an independent state, has the opportunity to establish independent relations
with every country of the world and use these relations for the future development of its own country and
state. In this regard, Nakhchivan State University is now an autonomous institution of higher education. It
has more favourable conditions for developing relations with all higher education institutions of Azerbai-
Jjan and, at the same time, has opportunities to establish contacts with universities and scientific centres of
all countries of the world. It is very encouraging that certain steps have already been taken in this directi-
on, specific relations have been established between Nakhchivan State University and higher education
institutions and scientific centres of the neighbouring Islamic Republic of Iran and the Republic of Tiirki-
ve, and the participation of universities from Iran and Tiirkiye in today’s jubilee ceremony of Nakhchivan
State University is evidence of this. I assure you that the Supreme Assembly and the Cabinet of Ministers
of the Nakhchivan Autonomous Republic will provide the necessary support for the activities of Nakhchi-
van State University in this field and create the required conditions.

...Our recommendations are that you actively participate in the socio-political life of indepen-
dent Azerbaijan and the Nakhchivan Autonomous Republic, which is an integral part of it, and or-
ganize your activities in accordance with the new requirements” [20, p.10].

Overall, the Nakhchivan period of Heydar Aliyev’s life and political activity occupies a speci-
al place both in his biography and in the political development of Azerbaijan. Indeed, “the state-
oriented and courageous decisions made, as well as the reforms implemented by the wise political
leader during the period when he lived and worked in Nakhchivan, possess significant political and
historical importance in terms of strengthening national statehood in Azerbaijan. During his activi-
ties in the Nakhchivan Autonomous Republic, Heydar Aliyev consistently demonstrated determinati-
on on issues of vital importance for the entire Azerbaijani people and the Motherland” [ 18, p.249].

In the early 1990s, the Popular Front-Musavat government that came to power in Azerbaijan was
unable to govern the country effectively, as it consisted of inexperienced and incompetent individuals lac-
king sufficient state management skills. During the period of 1991-1993, when Ayaz Mutallibov, who had
never gained broad public legitimacy, and Abulfaz Elchibey, who lacked extensive experience in state ad-
ministration, led the independent Republic of Azerbaijan, a profound crisis emerged in all spheres of social
life. The young Azerbaijani state even faced the threat of losing its statehood.

At the beginning of May 1993, military units supported by Surat Huseynov and his followers
launched an uprising, seizing control of several state institutions in the city of Ganja and surroun-
ding areas. The country found itself on the verge of a civil war. In such a critical and challenging
period, Heydar Aliyev, Chairman of the Supreme Assembly of the Nakhchivan Autonomous Re-
public, was invited to Baku by the leadership of the Republic of Azerbaijan to assume a state positi-
on. At the same time, the Azerbaijani people, through rallies held both in Baku and in many regions
of the country, persistently demanded that Heydar Aliyev come to the capital and save the country
from the difficult and complex situation in which it found itself.

Possessing extensive political experience, Heydar Aliyev arrived in Baku on 9 June 1993 at
the insistence of the people in order to eliminate the threat to the country’s independence caused by
the armed uprising. To become acquainted with the military-political situation on the ground, he
first travelled under extremely difficult circumstances to the Ganja region, where the uprising had
taken place, and after conducting the necessary negotiations there, he addressed the Milli Majlis of
the Republic of Azerbaijan, informing the Azerbaijani people about the real situation and possible
ways out of the crisis. The leaders of the existing government announced their resignation. On 15
June 1993, the prominent statesman Heydar Aliyev was elected Chairman of the Supreme Council
of the Republic of Azerbaijan.

In his speech delivered on the same day at the Azerbaijani Parliament, Heydar Aliyev made de-
cisive statements concerning the preservation and development of the country’s state independence:
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“I will dedicate the remaining part of my life solely and exclusively to the development of the
Republic of Azerbaijan as an independent state. In this regard, I would like to declare that the Re-
public of Azerbaijan will not lose its independence, will never again become part of any other state,
and will not fall under the domination of any foreign state” [11, p.13].

Just a few days later, President of the Republic of Azerbaijan Abulfaz Elchibey left Baku by
plane and travelled to Nakhchivan, from where he went to his native village of Keleki. Beginning
from 24 June 1993, Heydar Aliyev also started exercising the powers of the President of the Repub-
lic of Azerbaijan. According to the decision of the Milli Majlis of the Republic of Azerbaijan dated
29 July 1993 “On Holding a Nationwide Referendum on Confidence in the President of the Repub-
lic of Azerbaijan Abulfaz Elchibey”, a referendum was held on 29 August 1993, in which the citi-
zens voted against expressing confidence in the president who had left office.

During the period when Heydar Aliyev exercised the powers of the President of the Republic
of Azerbaijan, decisive measures were taken to restore state authority. As a result of these measures,
the artificially proclaimed Talysh-Mughan Republic in the southern part of the country was disar-
med and dissolved. Necessary state-level measures were implemented to restore socio-political sta-
bility and overcome the economic crisis.

The meeting held by the prominent statesman Heydar Aliyev with intellectuals of the country
at the Azerbaijan Academy of Sciences on 21 September 1993, the discussions conducted there, and
the statements he made created hope and confidence regarding the elimination of the socio-political
crisis in the republic, prevented the outflow of intellectual potential abroad, and addressed concerns
related to the future development of the Academy.

The Chairman of the Union of Writers of Azerbaijan, People’s Writer Anar; scholars Shafayat
Mehdiyev, Mahmud Ismayilov, Yagub Mahmudov, Maqgsud Javadzade; and prominent figures of
art, including Hasanaga Turabov, Farhad Khalilov, and Amaliya Panahova, delivered speeches
emphasizing that the return of the distinguished statesman Heydar Aliyev to major politics and state
administration was essential for the future of the independent Azerbaijani state and its people.

On 3 October 1993, in the presidential elections, the Azerbaijani people voted overwhel-
mingly for the prominent statesman Heydar Aliyev. Thus, a new historical era began in the develop-
ment of the independent Azerbaijani state.

The period from 1993 to 2003, during which the prominent statesman Heydar Aliyev led the
independent Republic of Azerbaijan, represents a crucial stage in the history of the country, charac-
terized by rescuing the independent state from the threat of losing its sovereignty, preventing civil
war, restoring socio-political stability, overcoming the military and economic crisis, and laying the
solid foundations for future development. This historical period has been described as “the era
when the leaders of the world’s greatest states took into account the position of the head of a small
country” [3, p. 21], “the era of salvation” [19, p. 20], and “the period of building and developing an
independent state” [18, p. 392].

The most significant events of the presidential period of national leader Heydar Aliyev inclu-
de the following:

As the head of the independent Azerbaijani state, President of the Republic of Azerbaijan
Heydar Aliyev made his first official visit to the Republic of Tiirkiye on 8—11 February 1994. This
visit was a clear manifestation of Azerbaijan’s policy of placing relations with the Republic of Tiir-
kiye and the Turkic world among the priorities of its interstate relations.

President Heydar Aliyev’s visit to the People’s Republic of China in March 1994 demonstra-
ted Azerbaijan’s determination to develop cooperation with Asian countries, while his official visit
to Belgium in May of the same year signified the country’s commitment to expanding cooperation
with European states.
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On 20 September 1994, on behalf of the independent Republic of Azerbaijan, Heydar Aliyev
signed the International Oil Contract known as the “Contract of the Century”. The “Contract of the
Century” is regarded as one of the most significant historical events of Azerbaijan’s modern era.
Distinguished public figures have also characterized this agreement as “Heydar Aliyev’s Oil Cont-
ract”. The “Contract of the Century” laid the foundation for the oil strategy of the Republic of Azer-
baijan. Given its international scope and economic significance, the signing of the “Contract of the
Century” under extremely difficult and complex circumstances represents one of the historic achie-
vements of the prominent statesman Heydar Aliyev before the Azerbaijani people. The “Contract of
the Century” is a major historical document that has played an exceptional role in the future deve-
lopment of the Azerbaijani people and the independent Republic of Azerbaijan.

Under the new historical conditions, the implementation of land reforms and the reforms re-
quired by the transition to a market economy in the Republic of Azerbaijan constituted historic
steps towards the establishment of an independent and democratic state. These measures, imple-
mented through Heydar Aliyev’s well-considered and purposeful policy, represent significant cont-
ributions of the prominent statesman to the process of independent state-building.

Heydar Aliyev’s prevention of the attempted coup d’état on 4 October 1994 was a historic victory in
preserving and strengthening independent statehood. As Commander-in-Chief, Heydar Aliyev also pre-
vented the second coup attempt organized against Azerbaijan in October 1995, exposing the perpetrators
of this act and their supporters, and thereby safeguarding the independence of the Azerbaijani state.

The adoption of the Constitution of the Republic of Azerbaijan on 12 November 1995 through
a nationwide referendum constitutes one of the most significant historical achievements of the pro-
minent statesman Heydar Aliyev in the process of building an independent state. It is not accidental
that the Constitution of the Republic of Azerbaijan has entered the history of the country as the
“Heydar Aliyev Constitution”. The Constitution of the independent Republic of Azerbaijan is regar-
ded as the masterpiece of the national leader Heydar Aliyev.

President of the Republic of Azerbaijan Heydar Aliyev highly assessed the adoption of the
first independent Constitution of the Republic of Azerbaijan, consisting of 12 chapters and 158 ar-
ticles, as one of the most important steps towards strengthening state independence. He stated:

“I sincerely congratulate you and the entire Azerbaijani people on the adoption of the Consti-
tution of the independent Republic of Azerbaijan through a nationwide referendum and would like
to express my confidence that this Constitution will serve to strengthen state independence, protect
the rights and freedoms of individuals and citizens, and establish and develop a rule-of-law state in
Azerbaijan. The newly adopted Constitution is a Constitution that ensures the independence and ter-
ritorial integrity of Azerbaijan. The new Constitution has created all the necessary foundations and
provided all the guarantees for the establishment of a democratic, law-governed state and the forma-
tion of a democratic civil society in Azerbaijan ” [10, p. 6].

As a result of Heydar Aliyev’s initiatives and efforts, the Ceasefire Agreement was signed on
12 May 1994 with the aim of resolving the Armenia—Azerbaijan conflict. This agreement represen-
ted a significant political event that provided Azerbaijan with the necessary time and opportunities
to achieve the liberation of Karabakh from occupation. Under the leadership of the Supreme Com-
mander-in-Chief, the liberation of the Horadiz settlement of the Fuzuli region and 22 surrounding
villages from enemy occupation on 5 January 1995 marked an important turning point in the strugg-
le for the liberation of Karabakh. This victory strengthened the Azerbaijani people’s confidence that
the occupied territories of Karabakh would eventually be liberated.

The adoption of a decision by 53 states at the 1996 Lisbon Summit of the OSCE recognizing
the territorial integrity of Azerbaijan was a diplomatic success of Heydar Aliyev’s political strategy.
Following the Lisbon Summit, the international community began to reconsider its position regar-
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ding support for Armenia in the Karabakh issue, while objective information about Karabakh as an
ancient Azerbaijani land gradually gained wider international recognition.

Upon the initiative of the head of state Heydar Aliyev, the death penalty was abolished in Azerbai-
jan in 1998. The abolition of the Main Directorate for the Protection of State Secrets in the Press (“Glav-
lit”), a Soviet-era censorship institution, based on the Presidential Decree “On Additional Measures in the
Field of Ensuring Freedom of Speech, Thought and Information in the Republic of Azerbaijan,” represen-
ted one of the most important steps towards building a democratic state. Azerbaijan became the first
among the Commonwealth of Independent States countries to abolish censorship. The first state-level ini-
tiative aimed at restoring the historic Silk Road was also put forward by Heydar Aliyev in 1998.

The prominent statesman Heydar Aliyev was re-elected President of the Republic of Azerbai-
jan on 11 October 1998, receiving 76.2% of the votes. This was another expression of the nationwi-
de respect and confidence of the Azerbaijani people in the national leader.

Between 1997 and 2000, President Heydar Aliyev ensured that the 1300th anniversary of the Ki-
tabi-Dede Gorgud epic, one of the most magnificent literary monuments representing the national heri-
tage of the Azerbaijani people, was commemorated at an international level — at the UNESCO headqu-
arters and within the framework of the Summit of Heads of Turkic States. This event represented a ma-
jor historical and cultural milestone in terms of preserving national and spiritual values, strengthening
and developing the ideas of Azerbaijanism and patriotism in the independent Azerbaijani state.

By declaring the Kitabi-Dede Gorgud epic the “Mother Book™ of the Azerbaijani people and
referring to Dede Gorgud as “our great ancestor and forefather” [24, p. 179], prominent statesman
Heydar Aliyev aimed, through the extensive and solemn celebration of the 1300th anniversary of
this magnificent Oghuz monument, to further expand the implementation of the ideals of national
spiritual self-awareness and Azerbaijanism, as well as to promote the Azerbaijani people and the in-
dependent Azerbaijani state on the international stage.

The following words delivered by the National Leader at the ceremony dedicated to the 1300th
anniversary of the Kitabi-Dede Gorgud epic on 7 April 2000 once again confirm this objective:

“We celebrate these anniversaries so that our people can better understand their history. Se-
condly, so that the world may know what a rich history and culture we possess” [Ibid., p. 236].

One of the important measures implemented by Heydar Aliyev in the field of science was related to
the meeting he held on 31 January 1997 with the leadership of the Academy of Sciences, full and corres-
ponding members of the Academy, and prominent scholars, as well as the decisions adopted as a result of
that historic meeting. During the meeting held at the Presidential Residence, discussions concerning the
role of national science in serving the construction of an independent state, the moral responsibility and
position of scholars before society, the necessity of rewriting the history of Azerbaijan in the 19th-20th
centuries, and improving the social conditions of scientists, along with the measures taken at the state le-
vel, became an important turning point in the development of this academic institution.

In particular, the concept developed regarding the status of the Academy of Sciences contri-
buted to further strengthening the scientific policy of the independent state. Heydar Aliyev emphasi-
zed the necessity of developing a new strategy for the Academy based on the principles of indepen-
dence and contemporary requirements:

“Now Azerbaijan is an independent state. The Academy of Sciences of Azerbaijan is the state
scientific academy... It is not correct to take the former administrative system, methods, rules and
regulations as a basis and repeat them. Therefore, when determining the strategy of the Academy
for the development of science, you should approach this work precisely on the basis of these prin-
ciples” [8, p.157—-158].

With the Decree of the President of the Republic of Azerbaijan Heydar Aliyev dated 15 May
2001, granting the Academy of Sciences the status of the National Academy of Sciences, the positi-
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on of this supreme state scientific institution was significantly strengthened, and discussions concer-
ning the possible abolition of the Academy came to an end.

Another significant page in Heydar Aliyev’s biography related to science concerns the election
process for his membership as a full member of the Azerbaijan Academy of Sciences. Thus, the Presi-
dent of the Azerbaijan National Academy of Sciences, Academician Faramaz Magsudov, considering
the outstanding services of the prominent statesman Heydar Aliyev to Azerbaijan and the Azerbaijani
people, his role in saving the Academy of Sciences from abolition, and his exceptional attention and
support towards scientists and the Academy, regarded the election of the head of state as a full member
of the Academy in the field of political sciences as a moral responsibility of the academic community.

For this purpose, at the General Assembly chaired by Academician Faramaz Magsudov, pro-
minent scholars- Academician Asaf Nadirov, former Rector of the Azerbaijan State Oil Academy
Ismayil Ibrahimov, Director of the Institute of Geology Akif Alizadeh, Chairman of the Azerbaijan
Economists Association Ziyad Samadzadeh, scientific adviser of the Nizami Ganjavi Institute of Li-
terature Kamal Talibzadeh, Director of the Institute of Petrochemical Processes Musa Rustamov,
Director of the Institute of Zoology Musa Musayev, and others — delivered speeches.

Based on Heydar Aliyev’s unparalleled contributions to the independent Azerbaijani state, the
Azerbaijani people, and national science, the speakers unanimously supported his election as a full
member of the Academy of Sciences and expressed their approval by voting in his favour during the
election held on this occasion.

Although the prominent statesman Heydar Aliyev did not accept the diploma confirming his
full membership of the Academy, this event became an important page in the history of Azerbaijani
science and left a lasting mark in the annals of the country’s supreme academic institution.

In the new stage of Heydar Aliyev’s political activity, the processes of establishing a legal and
democratic state in Azerbaijan were further deepened. The adoption of the State Programme for the
Protection of Human Rights in 1998 at the state level, the establishment of the Constitutional Court
of the Republic of Azerbaijan for the first time, and the creation of the Ombudsman Institution —
the Commissioner for Human Rights — in 2002 were among Heydar Aliyev’s significant contribu-
tions to the formation of a legal and democratic state.

Most importantly, the referendum held in August 2002, initiated by President Heydar Aliyev
through his Decree on introducing amendments to the Constitution of the Republic of Azerbaijan,
ensured further improvement of the governance system of the independent state. This process mar-
ked a new stage in the development of the Republic of Azerbaijan.

During this period, economic reforms were further expanded. In order to ensure the implementati-
on of the “Contract of the Century”, on 18 November 1998, within the framework of the OSCE Istanbul
Summit, the Presidents of the Republic of Azerbaijan, the Republic of Tiirkiye, and Georgia signed an
agreement on the transportation of Azerbaijani oil through the Baku—Tbilisi—-Ceyhan Main Export Pipe-
line. Several months earlier, on 17 April 1999, the commissioning of the Baku—Supsa oil pipeline and
the launch of the construction of the Baku—Tbilisi-Ceyhan pipeline represented a major success of the
far-sighted policy pursued by Heydar Aliyev in the purposeful regulation of interstate relations.

Fulfilling the aspirations of the Azerbaijani people, Heydar Aliyev also participated in the
presidential elections held in 2003. However, on 1 October 2003, addressing the Azerbaijani peop-
le, he called upon citizens, due to his health condition, to vote in the presidential elections for his
worthy political successor, Prime Minister of the Republic of Azerbaijan and First Deputy Chair-
man of the New Azerbaijan Party [Tham Aliyev.

This address, which possessed profound historical and significant political importance, beca-
me an important state document that determined the future path of development of the Azerbaijani
people. It represented the testament of the National Leader of the Azerbaijani people - a personality
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whose entire life was devoted to Azerbaijan and who rendered exceptional services in the develop-
ment of the country — addressed to the future of the state.

Heydar Aliyev’s address to the Azerbaijani people resonated as a call from this outstanding
personality to guide the nation towards Azerbaijan’s future development trajectory:

“Addressing you, my compatriots, I call upon you to support Illham Aliyev, the candidate for
the presidency in the upcoming presidential elections, my political successor, and the First Deputy
Chairman of the New Azerbaijan Party. He is a person with a high intellectual level, pragmatic
thinking, excellent knowledge of contemporary world politics and economics, and a dynamic and
initiative-driven personality. I assure you that both Ilham Aliyev and the New Azerbaijan Party will
continue to unite the most worthy sons and daughters of our people around them and will accomp-
lish significant work for the development of the Azerbaijani state and the prosperity of our people. I
believe that Ilham Aliyev will be able to complete, with your assistance and support, the vital issues,
plans, and projects that I have not been able to bring to completion. I trust him as much as I trust
myself and have great hopes for his future” [16].

ITham Aliyev, a new type of leader of contemporary history, achieved a convincing victory in
the presidential elections and gained the right to continue and further develop the political course of
Heydar Aliyev. Over the past 23 years since that period, under the leadership of the President of the
Republic of Azerbaijan Ilham Aliyev, the path established by Heydar Aliyev has been creatively
continued, taking into account the realities brought about by the new era, and has brought great vic-
tories to the historical chronicle of our country. The historic Victory achieved in the 44-day Patrio-
tic War and the complete restoration of state sovereignty as a result of a one-day military operation,
through the true military leadership skills of the Victorious Supreme Commander-in-Chief, repre-
sent the brightest events in the centuries-old history of Azerbaijan.

In this regard, the greatest service of the outstanding statesman Heydar Aliyev to the Azerbai-
jani people and statehood was his ability to raise, in the person of President [lham Aliyev, a true lea-
der of the new historical era and bring him to the forefront of global politics. Today, the President
of the Republic of Azerbaijan Ilham Aliyev is recognised as one of the most influential leaders in
the world. The comprehensive development of the independent Republic of Azerbaijan along an up-
ward trajectory in all areas is a triumph of Heydar Aliyev’s ideals of statehood.

The national leader of the Azerbaijani people, Heydar Aliyev, passed away on 12 December
2003 at the Cleveland Clinic in the United States of America. The nationwide farewell ceremony
held in Baku on 15 December 2003 became a grand manifestation of the boundless respect and re-
verence of the Azerbaijani people for their great son and outstanding statesman Heydar Aliyev. The
participation of prominent statesmen from around the world in the nationwide farewell ceremony
and their high appreciation of the activities of this remarkable personality served as real confirmati-
on of Heydar Aliyev’s status as a great statesman of global significance.

The magnificent sculptural complex created by the People’s Artist of Azerbaijan Omar Eldarov
and erected above the grave of the National Leader reflects the eternity of Heydar Aliyev’s genius.

As rightly noted, “history has truly given Heydar Aliyev his deserved place as a statesman, a great
patriot, and a genius Azerbaijani” [25, p. 396]. The outstanding statesman Heydar Aliyev is recognised as
the National Leader of the Azerbaijani people. The name of the Great Leader is mentioned among the na-
mes of the most powerful statesmen of the world, while the Azerbaijani people continue to see their great
son Heydar Aliyev at the highest pinnacle and draw strength and inspiration from his great ideals.

Under the leadership of the President of the Republic of Azerbaijan Ilham Aliyev, our people are
successfully advancing towards a brighter future guided by the ideals of independent statehood and
Azerbaijani identity established by the outstanding statesman Heydar Aliyev. The policy pursued by the
President of the Republic of Azerbaijan, the Victorious Leader of the Victorious Nation, [lham Aliyev,
based on his resolute political position and purposeful leadership, aimed at signing a Peace Agreement
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between the independent Republic of Azerbaijan and Armenia and opening the Zangezur Corridor, illu-
minates the path of our country and our people towards achieving even greater goals.

Thus, the ideals of independent statehood of Heydar Aliyev, the National Leader of the Azer-
baijani people, continue to live and prevail. The President of the Republic of Azerbaijan Ilham Ali-
yev confidently leads our people from one victory to another.

REFERENCES

AxynnoBa, J. I'elinap AymieB. JInunocTs 1 3m0xa: [B 3 Tomax|. — Mocksa: Kanon, — 1. 1. —2020. — 528 c.
AxyHnnoBa, O. ['elinap AnueB u TBopueckast UHTEIMIeHIus: [B 2 Tomax|. — baky: Tuna, — 1. 1. —2023.
. Anar. Qalib goldi, qalib getdi // ©badi 6mriin yiiz ili. — Baki: TEAS Press, — 2023.

. Anar. Unudulmaz goriislor / — Baki: Elm vo tohsil, — 2019. — 256 s.

. Azarbaycan Respublikasinin tarixi: [3 cildds]. — Baki: Elm, —c. 1. — 2022.

. Azarbaycan Sizin sOziiniizli gozloyir // Sas. — 1992, 16 oktyabr.

. Heydor Oliyev. 100 faktin tarixi / tort. ed. E.Miralom, R.Qaraxanli. — Baki: Azorbaycan, —2023.

. Heydor ©liyev. Azarbaycan elminin kesiyinda: [2 cilddo]. — Baki: Turxan, —c. 2. — 2013.

. Heydor Oliyev. Bibliografiya / tort. ed. M. Valiyeva, Y.Sadiqova; 6n sdziin miiallifi I.Hobibbayli.
10. Heydor Oliyev. Miistaqilliyimiz abadidir: [46 cildda]. — Baki: Azarnasr, —c. 5. — 1996.

11. Heydoar ©liyev. Prezidentlik xronikas1 (1993-2003) / ideya miiallifi vo tortib¢i A.Basirli. — Baku:
Azorbaycan Tarixgilori Ictimai Birliyi, — 2023.

12. Heydoar Oliyev. Yeni miistoqil Azarbaycan ugrunda // Ses. — 1992, 6 noyabr.

13. Heydoar ©liyev monim hoyatimda: [2 cildds]. — Baki: Azarbaycan, —c. 1. —2013.

14. Heydoar Oliyev irsi — Azorbaycanin davamli inkisaf strategiyasi / kollektiv monoqrafiya. — Baku:
Azarbaycan, — 2006.

15. Heydor Oliyev. Baki sohor Icra Hakimiyyoti vo AMEA Tarix Institutunun nosri. Kollektiv
monoqrafiya. — Baki: Sorg-Qoarb, — 2023.

16. Heydoar ©liyevin Azarbaycan xalqina miiracisti // Azarbaycan. — 2003, 2 oktyabr.

17. Haciyev, 1. Heydor Bliyev: hayat1 vo faaliyyatinin tarixi dévrlori / Heydar Dliyev. Baki Sohor
Icra Hakimiyyoti vo AMEA Tarix Institutunun birgo nosri. Kollektiv monografiya. — Baki: Sorg-
Qorb, — 2023.

18. Haciyev, 1. Heydor Oliyev siyasati: tarix vo miiasirlik. — Baki: Elm, — 2023. — 392 s.

19. Hobibboyli, I. Heydor Oliyevin dévlatgilik tolimi vo miiasir dvr. — Naxgivan: Ocomi, —2013. — 190 s.
20. Hobibboyli, I. Heydor Bliyev vo Nax¢ivan Dovlot Universiteti. — Naxcivan: Qeyrat, — 2002.

21. Hiiseynov, R. Ikinci olmayacaq. — Baki: Elm vo tohsil, — 2023. — 256 s.

22. Qayidis (salnamo). — Bak1: Azorbaycan, — 1996.

23. Qadim Naxg¢ivanda bayram — 75. — Baki, — 1999.

24, “Kitabi-Dada Qorqud” miistoqillik epoxasinda (Senadlar vo materiallar). — Baki: Elm, — 2023.
25. Mardanov, M. Heydor Oliyev: Xalga hasr olunmus 6miir. — Baki: Tahsil, — 2023. — 396 s.

26. Zeynalov, 1. Azerbaycan milli dévletgilik tarixindo Heydor Oliyev zirvesi: dahi soxsiyyatin
sorofli Omiir yolu. — Bak: Fiiyuzat, — 2024. — 260 s.

27. 3enpkoBuy, H. 3urzaru cyas6s1 / npenucnosue M.I'abu66eiinu. — baky: Enm, — 2023. — 124 c.
28. Cyneitmanos, O. )Kuznp u 6oprba ['eitnapa AmmeBa / Axynnosa 3. ['elinap AnueB. JIngHOCTH
n 3moxa. — Mocksa: Kanon, — . 1. — 2020.

N e N Y N O

YOUNG RESEARCHER, 2026, Ne 3, ISSN 2409-4838 22



>

HUMANITARIAN SCIENCES
3>




Sh.Sh.Aliyeva

G

UDC: 82-09
https://doi.org/10.59849/2409-4838.2026.3.24

CONCEPTUAL FOUNDATIONS OF THE SOCIOLOGICAL METHOD IN LITERARY
STUDIES AND ITS MANIFESTATIONS IN AZERBAIJANI LITERATURE

Shafa Shakir Aliyeva
ANAS Institute of Literature named after Nizami Ganjavi, Baku, Azerbaijan
shafa.aliyeva@]lit.science.az

The article examines the theoretical foundations of the sociological method in literary studies,
the stages of its formation, and the specific features of its application in Azerbaijani literature. The
research is based on the concept that literature is not only an aesthetic phenomenon but also an ar-
tistic expression of specific historical, social, and cultural conditions. The study analyzes the main
principles of the sociological method, including social determinism, the social function of literature,
the author-text-reader relationship, and the interpretation of literary works within their social con-
text. The article discusses the theoretical approaches of O. Comte, E. Durkheim, H. Taine, G. Lu-
kacs, P. Bourdieu, and other scholars, while identifying the contemporary significance of this met-
hod in literary scholarship. The development of sociological approaches in Azerbaijani literature
from the Enlightenment period to the Soviet and contemporary stages is demonstrated through spe-
cific examples. The scientific novelty of the research lies in presenting the sociological method not
merely as a tool of ideological analysis but as a comprehensive methodological system that reveals
the social, cultural, and spiritual dimensions of literary texts. The findings of the study can be appli-
ed in literary theory, criticism, and socio-contextual analysis of artistic works.

Keywords: literary process, social context, cultural memory, artistic discourse, methodology.

INTRODUCTION

Literature is a field of artistic creativity that expresses the inner world, emotions, and intellec-
tual perception of human beings. Along with serving as one of the most comprehensive spiritual do-
cuments reflecting the history, culture, and social structure of a nation, literature also reveals the
modes of thinking, ideals, social relations, and value systems of each historical period. A literary
text is not merely a product of individual imagination; rather, it is shaped by the social conditions,
economic relations, and cultural environment that determine its formation. Therefore, the analysis
of literature should take into consideration not only poetic form and language but also the social
context that influences its emergence. For this very reason, the sociological method occupies an im-
portant place in literary studies. This method examines literature as an integral part of society, pre-
sents the writer as both an observer and participant of social processes, and evaluates a literary work
as an aesthetic model reflecting the social reality of its time.

The primary objective of the sociological method is to understand the interrelationship betwe-
en literature and society and to reveal the social essence of artistic creativity. This approach empha-
sizes that a writer portrays human destinies not only from the perspective of individual experience
but also within the framework of the social relations that shape them. In this sense, literature serves
as a mirror reflecting the individual’s place in society, as well as their moral and social struggles.
The object of sociological analysis is not limited to the content and form of a literary work; it also
includes the conditions of its creation. The author’s social background, ideological views, the histo-
rical period in which the work was written, the social environment of that period, and the reader’s
mode of perception are considered as interconnected elements. The sociological approach enables
literature to be studied both as a social phenomenon and as a system of cultural values.
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The emergence of the sociological method was the result of profound changes in social and
intellectual thought during the nineteenth century. The rapid transformation of European society af-
ter the Industrial Revolution, the decline of traditional religious and feudal values, urbanization, and
the growing process of social stratification required a new understanding of individual life and soci-
al relations. Human beings were no longer perceived solely as products of religious or metaphysical
principles but rather as individuals shaped by concrete social conditions. This new perspective ope-
ned the way for a scientific understanding of human beings and society, fundamentally changing the
direction of intellectual development. Systematic observation and scientific reasoning replaced beli-
ef and subjective impressions. Society came to be viewed not merely as a combination of moral and
social relations but as a scientific reality requiring systematic study. This intellectual awakening
created the foundation for the formation of sociology and, consequently, for the emergence of the
sociological method aimed at exploring the social nature of literature.

The formation of the sociological method within such a scientific environment was a logical
continuation of the intellectual and social developments of the period. However, its theoretical and
philosophical roots can be traced back to earlier systems of thought and philosophical approaches
focused on understanding the relationship between individuals and society. Before the emergence of
the sociological method, the study of society was mainly conducted within philosophical and ethical
frameworks. Philosophers such as Aristotle, Hobbes, Rousseau, and Kant attempted to explain the
essence of social organization through concepts such as the state, morality, and freedom. In the ni-
neteenth century, the development of science, particularly the growing influence of empirical appro-
aches based on observation and experimentation in the natural sciences, made it necessary to study
society according to similar scientific principles. Human behavior and social processes were no lon-
ger regarded as random phenomena but as elements of a dynamic and interconnected system gover-
ned by certain laws. This new perspective placed human beings and society at the center of scienti-
fic inquiry and paved the way for the formation of the sociological method.

MAIN PART

One of the first scholars to systematize the theoretical and scientific foundations of the socio-
logical method was Auguste Comte. He conceptualized society as an organic system governed by
objective laws and formulated this approach within the framework of “positivism.” According to
Comte, the cognition of social phenomena should be based exclusively on empirical observation
and scientific analysis, since theological and metaphysical interpretations prevent the formation of
an objective understanding of social reality [15, p. 432]. His concept of “social physics” was inten-
ded to identify the principles governing social order and development. Within this theoretical fra-
mework, the primary function of science was defined not merely as the description of observable
phenomena but as the discovery of their underlying laws and structural regularities. This epistemo-
logical shift represented a crucial stage in the emergence of the sociological method, establishing an
empirical foundation for the analysis of human society and social relations.

A significant contribution to the theoretical consolidation and scientific institutionalization of
the sociological method was made by Emile Durkheim. He introduced a fundamentally new metho-
dological perspective for the interpretation of social reality. Durkheim argued that society cannot be
reduced to the mechanical sum of individuals, rather, it constitutes an independent reality characte-
rized by its own laws, norms, and structures [17, p. 346]. He defined this objective social reality as
“social facts.” Although the concept may initially appear abstract, it refers to the collective patterns,
norms, and institutions that regulate individual behavior and exist independently of personal intenti-
ons. Social practices such as participation in educational institutions, adherence to legal systems,
observance of cultural traditions, and compliance with accepted behavioral norms represent mani-
festations of social facts, as they are shaped by collective consciousness and social structures rather
than by individual choice alone.
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This methodological principle became one of the fundamental factors distinguishing socio-
logy from psychological approaches to human behavior. Durkheim demonstrated that social pheno-
mena possess an autonomous social character and therefore require specific analytical methods app-
ropriate to their collective nature. His theoretical propositions played a decisive role in establishing
sociology as an independent scientific discipline. By integrating theoretical conceptualization with
empirical research, Durkheim emphasized the necessity of studying social phenomena through sys-
tematic observation, factual analysis, and objective interpretation. His major works, including The
Division of Labour in Society [17], Suicide: A Study in Sociology [16], and The Elementary Forms
of Religious Life [18], became foundational studies that established methodological principles for
examining social structures, collective norms, and the moral foundations of society.

In order to provide a comprehensive explanation of social reality, Durkheim proposed a clas-
sification of society based on three fundamental levels.

1. Morphological structure — constitutes the objective and material foundation of society. It
includes demographic characteristics such as population size and density, the specific features of
settlement patterns, the structure of economic activity, the level of technological development, and
the material conditions of everyday life. This level provides the basis for the formation of social be-
haviors and patterns of interaction. For instance, behavioral differences between urban and rural en-
vironments are not accidental, as spatial organization and population density significantly influence
forms of social interaction and behavioral models.

2. Institutional system — encompasses the normative and organizational structure of society.
Institutions such as the family, educational establishments, the state and legal system, religious or-
ganizations, and economic structures regulate interpersonal relations and ensure social stability.
Without these institutions, shared norms and regulatory mechanisms would disappear, leading to
social disorder. Even the simplest social norm performs an essential function in maintaining social
order, and when these functions are disrupted, conditions of anomie, instability, and social crisis
emerge.

3. Symbolic and moral system — represents the cultural and ideological dimension of society.
It includes collective values, beliefs, religious perceptions, ethical principles, cultural symbols, and
collective memory. This level shapes social identity and enables individuals to answer the funda-
mental question of “Who are we?”” Symbols such as the national flag, traditional music, religious ri-
tuals, and moral values are not merely aesthetic or ethical elements. They represent forms through
which society comprehends and expresses itself. If the morphological structure constitutes the body
of society and the institutional system represents its regulatory framework, then the symbolic system
may be regarded as its collective consciousness and spiritual essence [18, p. 341].

This three-dimensional classification enables a comprehensive analysis of society at material,
normative-institutional, and cultural-symbolic levels. This approach defines not only the methodo-
logical foundations of sociology but also contributes to the theoretical frameworks of disciplines
such as literary studies, philosophy, anthropology, and political science.

The sociological analysis of literature makes it possible to interpret literary works not merely
as aesthetic objects but as artistic representations of the morphological, institutional, and symbolic
dimensions of society. The morphological level corresponds to the representation of social space
and environment within a literary work; the institutional level relates to interpersonal relations
among characters and the reflection of social norms; while the symbolic level corresponds to the va-
lues, ideas, and cultural symbols created by the author. This approach introduces the conceptual in-
struments of the sociological method into literary studies, allowing texts to be examined not only in
terms of plot and character systems but also as interactive representations of the structural and ideo-
logical layers of society. Consequently, the aesthetic and social functions of literary works can be
studied simultaneously from a scientific and analytical perspective, providing a deeper understan-
ding of the complexity of social reality.
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Theoretical approaches demonstrate once again that the sociological method examines litera-
ture not merely as an aesthetic phenomenon but as a complex system in which social relations and
ideological processes are formed and represented. The writer is both a product of individual creative
ability and a bearer of the social environment in which he or she exists. A literary work represents
the artistic and symbolic expression of this environment, while the reader functions as an active par-
ticipant within this system. Such an approach introduces greater objectivity into literary analysis
and clarifies the role of literature in the moral and intellectual life of society.

The philosophical and theoretical foundations of the sociological method require such a com-
prehensive perspective because literature represents the aesthetic expression of human thought sha-
ped by social experience. When the writer’s creative voice, society’s value system, and the reader’s
consciousness intersect, literature becomes not merely an artistic phenomenon but also one of the
most subtle forms of social thought.

Literature, while expressing the inner world of human beings through artistic language, also
functions as a social document reflecting the historical, cultural, and moral development of society.
As a product of a particular social environment, the writer conveys not only personal experiences
but also the complexity of the social relations that shape these experiences. Therefore, the origins of
a literary text should be sought not only in individual imagination but also in the structures of col-
lective consciousness. This characteristic of literature requires its study not solely as an aesthetic
phenomenon but also as a significant social phenomenon.

The sociological method considers literature as a functional component of society and reveals
the role of social structures, ideological relations, and institutional mechanisms in the formation of
literary texts. The writer is both an observer and a participant of this system; his or her creative
work emerges at the intersection of individual and collective social experience. Thus, a literary
work becomes not only a product of artistic imagination but also an aesthetic transformation of so-
cial realities.

In literary studies, the sociological method approaches a literary work not merely as an aes-
thetic phenomenon but as a representation of social structures, ideological relations, and historical
processes. It interprets literature as a reflection of social life and examines the social relations, ideo-
logical conflicts, and collective experiences underlying characters, events, and artistic conflicts. Ac-
cording to this approach, literary characters and their actions embody the social environment in
which the writer exists, while the literary text functions as a document reflecting the stability or cri-
sis of society.

The theoretical roots of this approach can be traced back to ancient philosophy. Plato empha-
sized the educational function of literature, whereas Aristotle considered art as an imitation (mime-
sis) of reality. However, the sociological method as a scientific framework developed in the ninete-
enth century under the influence of realism and positivist thought. Hippolyte Taine interpreted the
writer as a product of “race, milieu, and moment,” emphasizing that no literary text can exist inde-
pendently of society [20, p. 243]. Ferdinand Brunetiére further developed this idea by comparing the
evolution of literature to biological development and arguing that genres, themes, and forms change
in accordance with social and intellectual transformations. Within realist aesthetics, literature was
therefore regarded as a “natural reflection” of life, and the social essence of a work became an im-
portant criterion of its artistic value.

In the twentieth century, the most radical form of the sociological method emerged from the
ideas of Marx and Engels. According to Marxist theory, literature represents a form of social cons-
ciousness and should be interpreted through economic relations and class structures. Georg Lukacs
viewed the novel as an aesthetic representation of the fragmentation of bourgeois society, arguing
that the writer mediates between individual experience and broader social reality [19, p. 198]. Lu-
cien Goldmann expanded this perspective by considering the literary text as an artistic expression of
the worldview of a particular social group. Pierre Bourdieu, through the concept of the “literary fi-
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eld,” analyzed the mechanisms of literary production and the struggle for “cultural capital” among
writers, readers, publishers, critics, and social institutions.

After the Second World War, sociological approaches in Western literary studies acquired
new dimensions. Literature came to be understood not only as a reflection of social reality but also
as a cultural form that engages with and questions this reality. Representatives of the Frankfurt
School viewed art as an expression of critical consciousness and a sphere capable of resisting the
mechanisms of mass culture. From this perspective, a literary work does not simply depict social
reality; it also enters into dialogue with it, encouraging critical reflection and conscious engagement
with social processes.

In the second half of the twentieth century, the sociological approach expanded into a broader
cultural framework. Researchers began to interpret literature as a dynamic field expressing social
emotions, ideological identities, and systems of values. From this perspective, literature functions
simultaneously as an expression of social experience and as a form of its moral and cultural criti-
que.

During the same period, new theoretical approaches emerged focusing on the relations betwe-
en Western and Eastern cultures. These approaches examined how cultural power is constructed in
literature, how stereotypes are formed, and what role literary texts play in these processes. Consequ-
ently, the sociological method gradually evolved from the analysis of social structures into a broa-
der theoretical perspective concerned with the deeper dimensions of cultural relations.

The sociological method also considers the process of literary reception by examining the rea-
der’s social position and cultural codes. Every reader interprets a literary work through the frame-
work of personal social experience. Therefore, the social impact of literature is determined not only
by the author but also by the reader, who re-evaluates social values and reconstructs personal pers-
pectives through literary texts. This demonstrates the transformative potential of literature within
society.

Contemporary sociological literary studies analyze literature not only through class and ideo-
logical relations but also within the contexts of identity, memory, gender, and cultural discourse. Li-
terature artistically represents collective traumas, transformations of national consciousness, and
changes in social values. In this sense, literature is not merely an interpretation of the past but also a
moral and cultural projection of the future.

The scientific significance of the sociological method lies in its multidimensional analytical
capacity. It enables literature to be examined at structural, functional, and ideological levels. At the
structural level, it reveals the artistic manifestations of social relations, character systems, narrative
structures, and social codes of language. At the functional level, it explores the influence of literatu-
re on society and its role in shaping social experience. At the ideological level, it investigates how
literary works construct social consciousness and promote particular values. Thus, the sociological
method views literature not only as a reflection of life but also as a force capable of transforming it.

The writer, in this context, acts as an interpreter of social processes, revealing hidden dimensi-
ons of society through artistic means. The theoretical foundations of the sociological method there-
fore enable literature to be understood as an aesthetic expression of human social existence. Litera-
ture preserves, transforms, and reconstructs the moral structures of society. The writer is both a par-
ticipant in social reality and its moral critic, while the reader engages with this critical process by
reconsidering his or her own social position.

The greatest significance of the sociological method lies in its refusal to separate art from life;
rather, it perceives literature as a continuation of social existence itself. Literature is not merely an
art of language but also a sphere where social consciousness, moral responsibility, and public awa-
reness are formed. As both a research and cognitive instrument, the sociological method remains re-
levant as a scientific approach explaining social transformation while also contributing to this trans-
formation.
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The sociological method is based on several fundamental concepts, one of which is the prin-
ciple of social determinism. According to this principle, the decisive factors shaping the emergence,
form, and content of a literary work are not limited to the writer’s individual talent but are closely
connected with the socio-economic conditions of the society in which the writer lives and the ideo-
logy of the social group to which he or she belongs. The Pereverzev school explicitly argued that
“literature is a product of social origin” [13, p. 320], emphasizing that the author’s ideas and aes-
thetic choices are determined by the psychological and ideological demands of society.

Another important concept is class ideology. Throughout the history of sociological criticism,
literary works have often been interpreted as expressions of the interests and ideas of particular so-
cial classes or groups. Especially within the Marxist tradition, literature was regarded as an aesthetic
arena of class struggle, where hidden social meanings and ideological structures were identified. In
Soviet criticism of the 1930s, the value of a literary work was frequently measured by the extent to
which it served proletarian ideals.

Critics such as Belinsky, Chernyshevsky, and Dobrolyubov also emphasized the social and
functional nature of literature, arguing that art should contribute to social progress. Dobrolyubov
stated that “the value of literature should not be measured only by aesthetic beauty but also by its
benefit to society” [12, p. 418], reflecting his principle that criticism should serve life.

The social function of literature constitutes another fundamental concept within the sociologi-
cal method. From a sociological perspective, literature serves not merely to provide aesthetic plea-
sure but also to educate society, shape public consciousness, and influence broad audiences. Be-
linsky described literature as a “translator of the life of the people” [11, p. 338], while Chernys-
hevsky emphasized that art should “serve the benefit of humanity” [14, p. 340]. Dobrolyubov like-
wise valued literary works for their ability to reveal the “true face” of society. These views high-
light the educational, ideological, and social functions of literature. In Soviet literary doctrine, lite-
rature was officially proclaimed the “educator of the masses,” representing another manifestation of
this functional principle. Consequently, the influence of literary works on readers and society rema-
ins one of the central concerns of sociological criticism.

Another important principle of the sociological method is communicativity, namely the study
of the relationship between the author, the text, and the reader. Whereas formalist and structuralist
approaches primarily focus on the internal organization of the text, the sociological perspective re-
gards literature as an act of communication. Every literary work establishes a dialogue between au-
thorial intention and readerly interpretation. Bakhtin’s concept of polyphony reinforces this view,
suggesting that a literary text constitutes a dialogue of multiple social voices. As representatives of
particular social groups, readers interpret texts through the lens of their own experiences. Similarly,
Voloshinov argued that “the meaning of a word emerges only through living social interaction.”
Therefore, the sociological method examines not only the conditions under which a work is produ-
ced but also the circumstances of its reception. Although these ideas were later developed within re-
ception theory, their foundations can be traced to the sociological perspectives of Bakhtin and Vo-
loshinov. This approach demonstrates that literary works are dynamic phenomena whose social sig-
nificance changes across different historical periods and interpretive communities.

Contemporary scholarship increasingly analyzes literary texts by relating their poetic features-
such as genre, style, and character systems - to their historical and social contexts. This demonstra-
tes that, when applied appropriately, the sociological method is capable of revealing both the aes-
thetic and social dimensions of literature. Its methodological flexibility has enabled it to remain re-
levant and adaptable to new theoretical developments. Moreover, the sociological method is not li-
mited to the analysis of social classes and class relations; it also incorporates cultural and psycholo-
gical perspectives, thereby providing a broader understanding of the ways literary works influence
human experience and social consciousness.
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In contemporary scholarship, the sociological method has moved beyond being merely a tool
of class and ideological analysis and has developed into a flexible, multidimensional approach that
examines socio-cultural transformations, moral values, and identity issues within transitional socie-
ties through the perspective of literature. In Azerbaijani literature, the sociological method has high-
lighted the social power of literature at different historical stages and demonstrated the significant
role of artistic expression in shaping public consciousness.

Representatives of the sociological approach have interpreted literature as an artistic represen-
tation of social relations and an aesthetic form of historical processes, revealing the social and moral
value of literary works. This perspective enables researchers to move beyond the surface structure
of texts and identify the socio-ideological layers embedded within them, traces of the author’s soci-
al environment, and mechanisms through which literary works influence readers and society. Thus,
the sociological method has become a comprehensive research approach that allows the aesthetic
and social dimensions of literature to be examined within a unified theoretical framework.

Within Azerbaijani literary studies, the sociological method has also produced significant re-
sults. Research conducted from the nineteenth century to the present demonstrates that Enlighten-
ment criticism, ideological interpretations of the Soviet period, and contemporary multidimensional
analyses all confirm the organic relationship between literature and society. Major representatives
of Azerbaijani literature have remained influential because their works reflected social problems
and contradictions, and these works continue to acquire new meanings through sociological analy-
sis [4, p. 12]. Today, the sociological method remains relevant in literary theory, particularly in exa-
mining the reflection of rapidly changing social processes in literature. The impact of the digital era,
social networks, globalization, and transformations in the function of national literature have further
increased the importance of sociological approaches.

The formation of sociological thinking in Azerbaijani literature dates back to the nineteenth-
century Enlightenment period. During this era, literature was regarded as an important instrument
for public education, moral improvement, and social reform [7]. Mirza Fatali Akhundzadeh viewed
art as a means of social renewal and the promotion of rational thought. In his dramaturgy, the conf-
lict between individual conscience and social responsibility, as well as the struggle against outdated
forms of thinking, constituted central artistic themes. Through satirical comedies, he criticized igno-
rant religious figures, oppressive social groups, and various stereotypes, using literature as both an
aesthetic and social force.

Continuing Akhundzadeh’s tradition, Jalil Mammadguluzadeh and the journal “Molla Nasred-
din” (1906—1931) became prominent examples of sociological thinking in Azerbaijani literature.
Through this publication, Mammadguluzadeh, Omar Faiq Nemanzadeh, Ali Nazmi, and Mirza
Alakbar Sabir addressed major social problems such as corruption, hypocrisy among religious au-
thorities, and social inequality. Sabir’s satirical poetry exposed the suffering of ordinary people and
social injustice, presenting literature as both an artistic form and a means of social criticism.

During the Soviet period, the sociological method was applied within the framework of official ide-
ology and socialist realism. The doctrine of socialist realism, adopted at the First Congress of the Soviet
Writers’ Union in 1934, defined literature as a political and ideological instrument. Writers were expected
to depict socialist construction, the achievements of the proletariat, and the ideals of class struggle [5, p.
18]. As a result, literature and criticism were subjected to ideological control, and during the period of
“vulgar sociology,” artistic value was often subordinated to political criteria. In Soviet Azerbaijan, this ten-
dency was particularly strong; however, scholars such as Mir Jalal attempted to preserve the aesthetic di-
mensions of classical literature and resist purely ideological interpretations.

At the same time, many Soviet Azerbaijani writers succeeded in reflecting social issues thro-
ugh artistic means. Jafar Jabbarly explored women’s emancipation and the conflict between tradi-
tional and modern values in his dramas Sevil and 4/maz. Suleyman Rahimov portrayed class relati-
ons and revolutionary transformations in rural society in his novel Shamo. Mirza Ibrahimov depic-
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ted the complex social landscape of collectivization in The Great Support. Other writers, including
Samad Vurgun, Mehdi Huseyn, Ilyas Afandiyev, and Ismail Shikhly, addressed human destinies,
the consequences of war, and moral dilemmas within the ideological framework of their time.

During the period of independence, the sociological method acquired new content and dyna-
mics. With the removal of ideological censorship, Azerbaijani writers increasingly addressed issues
such as national identity, historical reinterpretation, moral degradation, the ideals of independence,
and social trauma. Since the 2000s, globalization, urbanization, migration, the social and psycholo-
gical consequences of the Karabakh conflict, the experiences of refugees and internally displaced
persons, gender issues, and the social conditions of youth have become significant themes in litera-
ture. Contemporary writers such as Anar [2], Elchin [3], Kamal Abdulla [1], and Afaq Masud [8]
have analyzed post-Soviet realities within national and global contexts, introducing new social di-
mensions into Azerbaijani literature.

The sociological method enables literature to be studied not only from aesthetic but also from
social and moral perspectives. In Bakhtiyar Vahabzadeh’s play The Gallows Tree [9], the conflict
between individual and collective conscience, human suffering, and the moral condition of society
are artistically represented. The monologues in the work function as poetic forms of social reflecti-
on, expressing questions directed toward the self, society, and history, and becoming a voice of col-
lective memory.

CONCLUSION

The sociological method remains one of the most significant methodological approaches in literary
studies and continues to maintain its relevance by adapting to changing theoretical, scientific, and ideolo-
gical paradigms. Its scholarly value lies in its understanding of literature as an inseparable component of
social life and in its interpretation of literary texts as aesthetic and moral representations of social reality.
The sociological method enables scholars to examine not only the aesthetic structure of literary works but
also their social functions, ideological dimensions, and influence on public consciousness. It provides a
framework for understanding literary works both as products of their historical context and as creative for-
ces that contribute to the moral and ideological development of society.

The relevance of this research is particularly evident in the contemporary era, characterized
by globalization, digitalization, and rapidly changing forms of social consciousness. Under these
conditions, literature has become not merely an aesthetic phenomenon but also an important factor
in the construction of cultural identity and social thought. As social structures, value systems, and
moral priorities continue to evolve, understanding the social functions of literature becomes increa-
singly important. In this context, the sociological method offers a flexible and contemporary appro-
ach for examining literature as an aesthetic expression of dynamic social processes.

The scholarly significance of the sociological method lies in its multidimensional analytical po-
tential. It allows literature to be studied simultaneously as a social fact and as a form of cultural and mo-
ral cognition. From this perspective, literature does not simply reflect society; it also serves as a means
of understanding, interpreting, and transforming social reality. The writer functions not merely as an ob-
server but as an active participant in the intellectual life of society, whose artistic expression transcends
ideological boundaries and contributes to the redefinition of moral and social values. The reader, in turn,
completes this process by engaging critically with the text and reconsidering personal social and ethical
positions. Literature thus becomes a form of ongoing social dialogue.

One of the principal strengths of the sociological method in contemporary scholarship is its
interdisciplinary and multidimensional character. It enables literary works to be examined not only
through the lens of class and ideology but also in relation to identity, memory, culture, gender, and
morality. Such an approach provides a deeper understanding of literature’s role within systems of
social values and highlights its function as a form of collective self-awareness, a repository of cultu-
ral memory, and an artistic expression of social transformation.
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The significance of the sociological method is particularly evident in Azerbaijani literary stu-
dies. Historically, Azerbaijani literature has served as an artistic chronicle of social change and as a
medium for exploring the relationship between the individual and society. From the Enlightenment
period to the present day, Azerbaijani writers and critics have demonstrated that literature functions
both as an expression of social problems and as a means of seeking their moral resolution. Consequ-
ently, sociological analysis allows literature to be understood not only as a reflection of the past but
also as a theoretical framework that contributes to shaping the moral direction of the future.

Ultimately, the sociological method encourages the study of literature not merely as a mirror
of society but as a form of social self-awareness and moral reflection. Its enduring value lies in its
ability to establish a bridge between art and life, enabling a deeper understanding of human social
existence through aesthetic cognition. Literature functions as the moral conscience of society, invi-
ting individuals not only to feel but also to think critically and assume social responsibility. In this
sense, the sociological method remains one of the most relevant and humanistic approaches in lite-
rary studies, providing a scholarly foundation for understanding the social mission of literature and
its role in the moral development of both individuals and society.
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SOSIOLOJI METODUN 9DOBIYYATSUNASLIQ METODOLOGIYASINDA
KONSEPTUAL O9SASLARI VO AZORBAYCAN ODOBIYYATINDA
TOZAHUR FORMALARI

S.S. Oliyeva

Moaqalads sosioloji metodun adobiyyatsiinasliq metodologiyasindaki nozari asaslari, formalag-
ma morhalalori vo Azarbaycan adobiyyatinda totbiq xilisusiyyatlori arasdirilir. Todqgiqatda odobiyya-
tin yalniz estetik hadiso deyil, ham do miioyyan tarixi, sosial vo madani soraitin badii ifadasi oldugu
konsepsiyasindan ¢ixis edilir. Sosioloji metodun asas prinsiplari - sosial determinizm, adobiyyatin
ictimai funksiyasi, muisllif-motn-oxucu miinasibatlori vo badii asorin sosial kontekstds tohlili mase-
lalori nazardon kegirilir. Magalado O.Kont, E.Diirkheim, H.Ten, G.Lukag, P.Burdye va digor naze-
riyyagilorin elmi yanagmalar tohlil edilir, homg¢inin metodun miiasir adobiyyatsiinasliqda qazandigi
yeni mozmun miioyyonlosdirilir. Azorbaycan odobiyyatinda sosioloji yanagmanin maarif¢ilik dov-
riindon baslayaraq sovet vo miiasir morhaloloradok kecdiyi inkisaf yolu konkret niimunslor asasinda
gostorilir. Todqigatin elmi yeniliyi sosioloji metodun yalniz ideoloji tohlil vasitesi kimi deyil, badii
matnin sosial, madoni vo manovi qatlarimi agmaga imkan veroan kompleks metodoloji sistem kimi
togdim edilmasidir. Magalonin naticolori adabiyyat nozoriyyasi, adabi tonqid va badii matnlarin so-
sial-kontekstual tohlili sahasinds istifads oluna bilor.

Acar sozlar: adabi proses, sosial kontekst, madani yaddas, badii diskurs, metodologiya

KOHIENITYAJBHBIE OCHOBBI COIIMOJIOTHYECKOI'O METO/IA B
METOJOJIOTUH JIUTEPATYPOBEJEHUS U ET'O ITPOSIBJIEHUS B
A3EPBAMIJKAHCKOM JIUTEPATYPE

HI.II. AnueBa

B cratbe mccneayroTcs TeOpeTUISCKUE OCHOBBI COIMOJIOTHYECKOTO METOJIa B METOIOJIOTHU
JUTEepaTypOBEICHNUs, 3TaIlbl ero (OPMUPOBAHUS U OCOOCHHOCTH MPUMEHEHHUS B azepOaiKaHCKOU
nutepatype. McciaemoBaHue OCHOBBIBACTCS Ha KOHIICTIIMH, COTJIACHO KOTOPOW JIMTEparypa
ABIISIETCS HE TONBKO OCTETUYECKHM SBIEHHEM, HO U XYIOXKECTBEHHBIM BBIPAKEHUEM
OTpeIeIEHHBIX UCTOPUICCKHX, COIMATBHBIX M KYJIbTYPHBIX YCIIOBUH. PaccMaTpuBaroTCss OCHOBHBIE
MPUHIIUIIB COLIMOJIOTMYECKOTO METOJa — COLMAIbHBIA JETePMUHU3M, OOIIeCTBEHHAs (YyHKIHUS
JUTEPATyphl, B3aHMMOCBS3h aBTOpa, TEKCTAa M YHTATENs, a TaKXKe aHAIU3 XYIOKECTBEHHOTO
MPOU3BENICHUS B COLMATBHOM KOHTEKCTe. B cTaThe aHanmm3upyroTcs HayuHbie oaxoasl O. Konra,
O. [MHwopkreiima, U. Tena, K. Mapkca, I'. Jlykaua, II. Bypase u apyrux wucciegoBaTeseu,
OTIpe/IeNIIeTCSl COBPEMEHHOE COJIepKaHNe TAaHHOTO METOJla B TUTepaTypoBeAeHNH. Ha KOHKPETHBIX
puMepax IMMOKa3aHO Pa3BUTHE COIMOJIOTHYECKOTrO IOAX0Ja B a3epOaipKaHCKOH JHTeparype OT
nepuofa TMPOCBETUTENHCTBA JO COBETCKOTO M COBPEMEHHOTO »JTanoB. HayuHas HOBU3HA
WCCJICJIOBAHMSI 3aKITFOYACTCS B TIPEJICTABIICHUHN COIMOJIOTMYECKOTO METO/Ia HE TOJIBKO KaK CPEJICTBA
UJCOJOTHYECKOr0 aHalu3a, HO U KaK KOMIUIEKCHOW METOAOJOTHYEeCKONH CHCTEMBI, TTO3BOJSIONIEH
PacKpBITh COITMABHBIC, KYIbTYPHBIC U JIYXOBHBIC YPOBHH XYJI0’)KECTBEHHOTO TeKcTa. [TomydeHHbIe
pe3yNbTaThl MOTYT OBITH UCIIOJIB30BAHBI B UCCIIEIOBAHUSIX MO TEOPUH JIUTEPATYPHI, TUTEPATypPHOM
KPUTHKE U COITUATBHO-KOHTEKCTYaTbHOMY aHAJTU3Yy XYI0KECTBEHHBIX MTPONU3BEICHUM.

KuroueBble ciioBa: iumepamypHwili npoyecc, COYUAIbHbIN KOHMEKC, KYIbMYPHAs NaMsamo,
XY00dHceCmMBeHHbIU OUCKYPC, MEMOOONO2US
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The article examines the vestiges of ancient shamanic worldviews within the structural and
semantic framework of Azerbaijani magic tales, focusing specifically on the archetype of transfor-
mation and shape-shifting. The shaman and the dervish figure in magic tales are genealogically
and functionally sacred mediators originating from the same mythic root, representing two distinct
historical periods. In the archaic era, the shaman's magical capacities-such as journeying to the
spirit world in a state of trance, healing the sick, foreseeing the future, and assuming various gui-
ses- underwent a transformation, being replaced in the narrative space of folktales by notions such
as "talisman," "incantation," and "esoteric knowledge". Both figures serve as repositories of esote-
ric power capable of traversing the boundaries between Cosmos and Chaos. Drawing upon the the-
oretical and conceptual frameworks of Vladimir Propp, Mircea Eliade, Arnold van Gennep, Baha-
eddin Ogel, Celal Beydili, and Seyfaddin Rzasoy, the study fundamentally establishes that the der-
vish and sorcerer (rammal) personas are genealogically folklorized derivatives of the archaic sha-
man-mediator. The investigation of shamanic/dervish transformations encountered in Azerbaijani
folktales demonstrates that the dervish character is not merely a religious-mystical figure, but also
the structural heir to archaic shamanic functions within the folktale. The dervish character in folk-
tales is genealogically intertwined with the shaman archetype. The shaman's communion with the
spirit world and mastery over natural forces have been transposed into the narrative realm as me-
tamorphoses executed by the dervish through "talismans" and "sorcery".

Keywords: Azerbaijani folktales, shamanism, dervish, metamorphosis, archetype, zoomorp-
hism.

INTRODUCTION

The phenomenon of transformation (shape-shifting), emerging from the most ancient strata of
mythological thought, functions as a universal motif within the ritual and epic systems of human
culture. Within the creative heritage of Turkic peoples, this motif carries a significant functional-se-
mantic weight, particularly at the intersection of archaic shamanic practices and the subsequent tra-
ditions of dervishism.

Transformation constitutes one of the fundamental structural formulas of the Azerbaijani epic
folklore system. As a folkloric motif, it encompasses a rich array of types and forms. A product of
mythological cognition, this motif involves the capacity of animate and inanimate beings to alter
their ontological essence and external form, transitioning into a different hypostasis. As Lyudmila
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Vinogradova notes, transformation is not merely a folkloric motif but also an artistic reflection of a
people's mythical beliefs [16, p. 67].

As the scholar indicates, transformation serves as a motif wherein mythical beliefs are mirro-
red; furthermore, the essence of transformation lies in the transition into another being through the
alteration of outward appearance. Vladimir Propp explained transformation during mediation as a
"metamorphosis of the soul", while Sergei Neklyudov interpreted any transformation as the soul's
reflection across various beings [17, p. 111]. Within the language of epic texts, where detailed ela-
boration is unnecessary, "don deyishdirme" (shape-shifting) can be expressed simply by the word
"became" (e.g., "...became a bird..."). Thus, as a component of traditional folkloric artistic thought,
the motif of metamorphosis is intrinsically linked to a series of ancient views and conceptions origi-
nating from mythological reasoning.

One of the fundamental mystical transformations in folklore is the shaman/dervish transfor-
mation. In shamanic (kam-shaman, dervish) practice, transformation is an act of mediation — a mec-
hanism of shape-shifting used to transition from one realm (world) to another. Within the typology
of mystical metamorphoses, shaman/dervish transformations occupy a unique position. In shamanic
practice, transformation is primarily a mediatory act that enables a subject in a "liminal" (thres-
hold) state to pass from one world (Cosmos) to another (Chaos).

Shamans are beings capable of establishing contact with other worlds. This connection is ter-
med mediation; therefore, shamans are regarded as mediums and mediators. Through mediation,
they can ascend to the heavens - the world of the gods - or descend into the underworld - the realm
of the dead. Shamans who ascend to the sky are called "white shamans", while those who descend
to the underworld are known as "black shamans". A shaman traveling to the underworld, the realm
of the dead (the world of Chaos), was required to change his appearance, guise, or form to avoid re-
cognition. This is because the shaman enters the world of the dead to retrieve the soul of a sick per-
son and restore it to them. If the inhabitants or guardians of the underworld perceive him as a living
being rather than a spirit, they may capture and detain him. Consequently, the shaman must undergo
a metamorphosis to resemble the inhabitants of the chaotic realm.

Chaos is the world of the dead, and it is impossible to enter without "dying". Shamans or he-
roes who cross into Chaos while still in a living status do so through ritual death and shape-shif-
ting/transformation [12, p. 360].

Depending on the situation — whether dictated by environment, conditions, or terrain —the sha-
man may transform into various animals, including birds, or even inanimate objects during the tran-
sition to Chaos, whether in the subterranean layers or the celestial spheres. This behavioral comp-
lex, which pertains not only to the shaman but to the epic hero in general, is scientifically defined as
transformation.

As emphasized in S. Rzasoy's research, the primary space where transformation actualizes is
the boundary between Cosmos and Chaos [12, p. 156].

At this threshold, the shaman adopts zoomorphic (animal), ornitomorphic (bird), or inanima-
te forms depending on situational demands. The notes of the 17th-century Russian traveler A. Brand
regarding Tungus shamans confirm the semantic connection between the concept of "shaman" and
that of "sorcerer" or "priest" [14, p. 220].

The term "shaman", of Tungusic origin, is primarily expressed by the lexical
unit "gam" (kam, ham, oyun) in Turkic areas. In the Central Asian shamanic tradition, individuals
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holding this status are also known by various regional names, such as "bakhshi", "falchi", or "peri-
han." Mircea Eliade characterizes the shaman's status through a complex array of activities: he is si-
multaneously a sorcerer with magical powers, a healer performing medicinal functions, and a mys-
tic and bard who establishes direct contact with the spirit world. Professor Fiizuli Bayat structures
the semantic framework of the "qamlik" ritual upon the "client — Shaman — spirit" triad, highligh-
ting the shaman's mediatory function [4, p. 222].

Shamanic elements have undergone evolutionary transformations over time, finding a place
within folklore, particularly in magic tales (wonder tales). The mythical duties of the shaman — such
as healing, communicating with spirits, and clairvoyance — have been transferred to folk heroes and
the dervish character. The stages of "illness", "suffering" and the "acquisition of extraordinary
knowledge upon awakening" inherent in the process of becoming a shaman share a typological si-
milarity with the initiation period of the fairy-tale hero.

In Azerbaijani folklore, specifically within the fairy-tale genre, the dervish character posses-
ses a distinct mystic-functional status. We contend that the dervish figure is genealogically a trans-
formative derivative of the shaman. From this perspective, studying the instances of shape-shifting
found in texts within the framework of the "shaman/dervish transformation" concept yields more
fundamental scientific results.

In Azerbaijani folktales, these metamorphoses are typically realized through verbal (prayer,
incantation, spell) or ritualized actions performed by dervishes, sorcerers, mythological beings
(e.g., Kupegiren gari — the "pot-riding crone" ("The Witch in the Mortar")), or the heroes themsel-
ves. The transformations under study can be classified according to their catalytic factors as fol-
lows:

- Transformations resulting from verbal magic (the chanting of spells and incantati-
ons);

- Transformations conditioned by the violation of sacred prohibitions (taboos);

- Transformations arising from the acquisition of esoteric knowledge (secrets).
Metamorphosis in Azerbaijani tales serves two primary functions depending on the protago-

nist's intent:

1. Altruistic (Benevolent) Transformations: Aimed at rescuing the hero from a difficult situa-
tion or defeating an enemy.

2. Malevolent (Harmful) Transformations: Performed to harm individuals or render them pas-
sive (e.g., petrification/turning into stone).

Within this context, the concept of "tilsim" (talismanic spell) functions as a magical energy

possessing destructive power. However, the revelation of the "secret" behind the tilsim results in the
loss of its ontological potency. The ability of folktale heroes to assume multiple animal guises is a
direct vestige of shamanistic capability. These transformations are temporary in nature; although the
hero adopts various biological or inanimate forms (animal, plant, or object), their internal essence
(existence) remains constant, eventually returning to its original anthropological form.

In the context of subject-object relations, the formulas of shaman/dervish transformation can
be systematized into three primary groups:

1. Transition from anthropomorphic to zoomorphic or other forms (The transformation of a
human into an animal or an object);

2. Transition from zoomorphic to anthropomorphic forms (The transformation of an animal
into a human);
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3. Internal anthropomorphic shape-shifting (A human assuming the guise of another human).
Particularly in the motif of an animal transforming into a human, the function of the "guardian

spirit" (tutelary spirit) comes to the fore, preserving the traces of the shamanic belief system. On the
other hand, a human assuming the identity of another human typically serves the purpose of strate-
gic disguise or deceiving an opponent.

Textual Analysis and Case Studies

The conflict between Ibrahim and the Dervish in the folktale "Yeddi dagh almasy” (The Seven
Mountain Apples) serves as a classic example of a shamanistic "transformation duel." The conflict
between Ibrahim and the Dervish in the folktale "Yeddi dagh almasy" is a vivid local rendition of
the international plot ATU 325 (The Magician and His Pupil). This narrative structure showcases a
classic shamanic transformation duel, where the master and apprentice compete through successive
zoomorphic shifts.

The protagonist Ibrahim’s successive transitions into a bird, a crane, a mouse, a lion, a gazel-

le, a watermelon, and millet — countered by the rival Dervish in the guise of a hen — must be evalua-
ted as a competitive display of magical potency. Ibrahim’s eventual victory by transforming into a
fox to defeat the Dervish proves that metamorphosis functions as a sophisticated combat tactic. In
this narrative, Ibrahim acts as a shaman/dervish figure, undergoing multiple shifts in form:
"Ibrahim recited the spell and became a bird, flapping his wings towards the sky..."; "Ibrahim des-
cended to the water... On the third attempt, he became a crane, stretching his beak to retrieve the
rag..."; "He swiftly reached the ground and became a mouse, entering a hole..."; "lbrahim realized
he was cornered,; he became smoke, exited the hole, and turned into a lion..."; "Leaving the lion’s
guise, Ibrahim became a gazelle..."; "Seeing he would be caught, he recited a spell and became a
watermelon in the garden..."; "Observing the old Dervish cutting all the melons, Ibrahim quickly
became a bird and ascended..."; "Ibrahim became a handful of millet scattered across the field, hi-
ding one grain beneath a bush..."; "The Dervish became a hen with chicks and began to peck the
grain. Ibrahim recited a spell, became a fox, emerged from under the bush, seized the Dervish by
the throat, and strangled him" [3, Vol.2, 58].

Similarly, in the tale "Simanyn naghyly"” (The Tale of Siman), a gazelle captured by the prota-
gonist in the forest transforms into an old woman (gary). The narrative emphasizes her polymorphic
abilities: "Do you see this wild rooster? This is an old woman who can enter the guise of any ani-
mal..." [3, Vol.2, 34]. The polymorphic capabilities of the gary in this tale (manifesting as a gazelle,
an old woman, and a rooster) represent distinct elements of an archaic shamanic substratum.

In Azerbaijani folktales, the most prevalent form of shaman/dervish transformation manifests
in the motif of assuming a bird's guise (aviamorphism). The roots of this motif are embedded in the
relationship between soul and body within the ancient Turkic belief system. Celal Beydili notes that
according to ancient Turkic tenets, when the "qut” (soul/vital force) leaves the body, it enters the
form of a bird and perches on the branches of the World Tree [5, p. 233]. The expression of the act
of death as "flying away" (usha barmys) in ancient Turkic monuments proves that the soul was es-
sentially conceived in the guise of a bird.

During cosmological journeys — particularly to communicate with celestial deities — shamans
entered the guise of a bird at a ritual level. For this reason, shamanic attributes (clothing, feathers,
masks) functionally symbolize the bird. As emphasized in the research of Kadriye Tiirkan, the goo-
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se, crow, owl, and swan are the metamorphic figures most frequently utilized by shamans [14, p.
143].

Throughout the process of historical-cultural development, shamanistic transformations gra-
dually evolved into Sufi-Dervish terminology and folkloric texts. According to the research of Ba-
haeddin Ogel, the transformation of Ahmed Yasawi into a crane, Haji Bektash Veli into a pigeon,
and Abdal Musa into a keyik (deer) represents a synthesis of this archaic substratum with Islamic
mysticism [11, p. 29].

In the Azerbaijani folktale genre, the motif of assuming a bird's guise arises from the hero's
need to overcome spatial barriers (the ability to fly) and to acquire esoteric knowledge. Phraseologi-
cal units in the Azerbaijani language, such as "qushu konmak” (the perching of one's bird), serve as
linguo-mythological vestiges of the soul's transition from an anthropological form to a zoomorphic
one.

In the epic "The Book of Dede Korkut": In the tale of Deli Domrul, the Angel of Death (Azra-
el) transforming into a pigeon to distance himself from the scene [10, p. 242] shares a typological
similarity with the shape-shifting rituals performed by shamans to rescue a diseased soul.

In the folktale "Yeddi dagh almasy" (The Seven Mountain Apples): The hero Ibrahim’s trans-
formation into a bird to overcome obstacles reflects a shamanistic journey on an archetypal plane
and a "magical transformation" based on the dervishes' talismanic knowledge on a structural plane
[3, Vol.2, 59].

In the tales "Khayin vezir" (The Treacherous Vizier) and "Nushaperi khanimyn
naghyly" (The Tale of Lady Nushaperi): In these texts, transformation is presented primarily as til-
sim (talismanic spell) and the knowledge of a rammal (soothsayer), representing a folklorized vari-
ant of the dervish figure [9, p. 146; 2, p. 22].

Chthonic and Totemic Metamorphoses: Guises of the Serpent, Gazelle, Rabbit, Fox, and
Horse

In shaman-dervish transformations, animal symbols represent not only a change in physical
appearance but also the appropriation of the mythological and functional energy inherent to that
specific creature.

The Serpent Guise: Manifestation of Chthonic Power

In mythology, the serpent is the primary symbol of the underworld (the chthonic realm) and
serves as one of the auxiliary spirits that guide the shaman during esoteric journeys. In Azerbaijani
folklore, this form is actively utilized for both benevolent and malevolent purposes:

- Negative Function: In the tale of "Melik Memmed and Melik Ahmed," the motif of a father
assuming the guise of a serpent to harm his own son demonstrates the dangerous aspect of transfor-
mation [3, Vol.1, 60].

- Positive and Protective Function: In the legend of "The Enchanted Girl," the motif of ente-
ring a serpent's guise to defeat a rival is based on the shaman's magical struggle executed through a
protective spirit [3, Vol.3, 373]. Furthermore, in the tale of "Nushaperi khanim," the crone’s infilt-
ration into secret locations while in the form of a serpent stems from shaman-like behavior rooted in
the serpent's attributes of permeability and secrecy [2, p. 11].

The Gazelle and Deer Guise: The Totemic Guardian Spirits

In Azerbaijani folklore, the figures of the gazelle and the deer represent not only grace and in-

nocence but also function as totem-ancestors and guardian spirits. In shamanic mythology, the ma-
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nifestation of the guardian spirit known as "ine ki/" in the form of a deer confirms the sacred essen-
ce of this imagery [13, p. 23].

- Socio-Biological Function: The motif of women transforming into deer to nourish the aban-
doned with their milk is, in fact, a vestige of the ancient belief that totems protect their descendants.
The permanence of the transformation (fleeing into the forest as a deer) resulting from the disclosu-
re of a secret serves as a mechanism of punishment or a "return to origins" within this ancient belief
system.

- Narrative Example: "One night, a man saw his wife leave the house. He followed her and
observed a herd of deer standing on a hill; his wife was milking them. Upon seeing the man, the wo-
man turned into a deer and joined the herd. Later, when the man passed away and was buried in a
domed tomb, the villagers reported seeing a deer approach the tomb. The deer, showing no fear of
anyone, lay by the grave and wept. Eventually, the deer died there, and the relatives buried the deer
in the same spot" [2, p. 64].

The Rabbit Guise: The Guide and Auxiliary Spirit

The rabbit fulfills the function of a guide (yol-gosterme) during the journey to the spirit world
in shamanic cosmogony. In the rituals of the Siberian Turks, the shaman's encounter with a rabbit
while ascending to the seventh layer of the sky and utilizing its guidance points to the archaic roots
of this figure [7, p. 301].

The Rammal (Soothsayer) and Dervish Connection: In the tale of "Lal gyzyn naghyly” (The
Tale of the Mute Girl), the rammal's appearance in the guise of a rabbit proves that this typology is
directly linked to the shaman-dervish lineage. The figure of the rammal (talisman-master) carries
the shaman's guiding spirit onto the folkloric plane through the "rabbit guise."

Narrative Example: In "Lal gyzyn naghyly,” the girl tells the hero: "The rabbit you encounte-
red in the forest is my father’s soothsayer. He helped me and brought me here. This palace also be-
longs to him. He always travels in the guise of a rabbit, coming to the aid of those in difficult situa-
tions" [2, p. 146].

Strategic Function: The rabbit character in "Simanyn naghyly" performs the same guiding
function, leading the hero to his destination. This is a clear example of shamanic auxiliary spirits in
folkloric texts transforming into dervish/rammal attributes [2, p. 39].

The Fox Guise: Symbol of Cunning and Transformation

In Azerbaijani folktales, the motif of transforming into a fox is directly linked to shamanistic
transformations through its archaic roots. In shamanic mythology, beyond symbolizing cunning, the
fox is an auxiliary spirit possessing the ability to cross difficult boundaries and acquire clandestine
information.

The Sorceress and Metamorphosis: The fox character encountered in the tale "Dostlughun sir-
ri" (The Secret of Friendship) is, in reality, the transformed guise of a sorceress [1, p. 239]. Here,
the fox guise functions as an obstacle or a trial on the hero's journey. The verbal magic (spells/talis-
manic incantations) underlying such transformations proves that these characters belong to the der-
vish-sorcerer typology, and that the tradition of shamanistic shape-shifting has been preserved wit-
hin the narrative structure of the folktale.

The Horse Guise: Sacred and Cosmological Medium

In shamanic cosmogony, the horse is regarded as one of the most vital sacred animals. It ser-
ves as both the primary meditative and physical vehicle during the shaman’s journey to the "other
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world" (the spirit realm). In Azerbaijani folktales, the horse functions as both a means of transport
and a subject of transformation, reflecting a vestige of this ancient belief:

- Transmission and Shape-shifting: In these narratives, the hero’s act of wrapping himself in a
horse’s hide to cross into the underworld, or the horse itself assuming supernatural forms (three-leg-
ged, winged, or fire-breathing), strengthens its role as a mediator between the chthonic and celestial
realms.

- Transformation as a Means of Conflict: In the tale of "Agh qush"” (The White Bird), the mo-
tif of the girl's father transforming into a blizzard and her uncle into a saddled horse [2, p. 110]. ec-
hoes the magical duels between shamans, where two practitioners battle in various guises. In this
context, the horse guise is a strategic form selected either to deceive the opponent or to physically
destroy the hero. "The motifs of aviamorphism found in tales like "Agh qush"” align with the ATU
400 (The Quest for the Lost Wife) cycle, specifically involving the "Swan Maiden” motif. The ex-
ceptional functionality of the horse in texts such as "Uchbygh Kosa" (The Three-Mustached Ko-
sa), "Koroghlu,"” and "Uch gardash" (The Three Brothers) makes it an inseparable part of the sha-
man/dervish transformation system.

CONCLUSION

The study of shaman/dervish transformations within Azerbaijani folktales demonstrates that
the dervish character is not merely a religious-mystical figure but also the structural successor to
archaic shamanic functions. Based on this research, the following scientific conclusions have been
drawn:

- The dervish figure in these narratives is genealogically intertwined with the shamanic arc-
hetype. The shaman’s ability to communicate with the spirit world and command the forces of natu-
re has evolved within the narrative space into transformations executed by the dervish through "til-
sim" (talismanic spells) and magic.

- Zoomorphic transformations (assuming the guises of birds, serpents, gazelles, horses, rab-
bits, and foxes) are not coincidental plot devices but are rooted in the mythological semantics of the
respective animals. Entering a bird’s guise symbolizes the mobility of the soul; the serpent repre-
sents a connection to the chthonic (underworld) realm; the gazelle signifies totemic guardianship;
and the horse symbolizes cosmological guidance.

- The transformative capabilities of folktale heroes and dervishes result from their possession
of esoteric knowledge (verbal magic). Within the plot, these metamorphoses function as mecha-
nisms for testing the hero, defeating adversaries, or uncovering hidden truths (the disclosure of sec-
rets).

- Unlike in legends, transformations in folktales are predominantly temporary. This confirms
the principle of the hero maintaining their anthropological essence and returning to human form af-
ter a ritual journey — paralleling a shaman’s return from an ecstatic voyage.

This research opens new perspectives for studying the syncretism of shamanic and Sufi ele-

ments in Turkic oral traditions and suggests that the dervish figure in Azerbaijani folklore serves as
a key bridge between archaic rituals and Islamic mysticism.
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AZORBAYCAN SEHRLI NAGILLARINDA SAMAN ARXETIPi:
CEVRILM®O MOTIiVi

9.5. Aliyeva

Moaqalads godim saman diinyagoriisiiniin izlori Azorbaycan sehrli nagillarinin struktur vo seman-
tik miistovisindo, xiisusilo ¢evrilmo (cilddoyismo) arxetipi kontekstinds todqiq olunur. Saman va sehrli
nagillardaki dorvig obrazi, genealoji vo funksional baximdan eyni mifik kokdon qgidalanan, iki forgli do-
vriin sakral vasitagiloridir. Arxaik dovrde samanin trans halinda ruhlar diinyasina soyahat etmok, insan-
lar1 miialice etmak, galocayi gérmak vo miixtalif cildlors girmak kimi sehrli qabiliyyatlari transformasi-
yaya ugrayaraq nagil mokaninda “tilsim”, “sfsun” va “gizli elm, sirlori bilma” kimi sozlorle avoz edil-
migdir. Har iki personaj Kosmos vo Xaosu adlaya bilon ezoterik gliclin dastyicilandir. Todqiqatda Vla-
dimir Propp, Mir¢a Eliade, Arnold van Gennep, Bahaeddin Ogal, Calal Baydili vo Seyfaddin Rzasoyun
elmi-nozari konsepsiyalarina istinad edilorak, dorvis/rommal obrazlarinin arxaik saman-mediatorunun
folklorlagmis téromalori oldugu fundamental sokildo asaslandirilir. Azorbaycan nagillarinda rast golinon
saman/darvis ¢evrilmalarinin tadqiqi gostarir ki, darvis personaji tokca dini-mistik bir fiqur deyil, hom
do arxaik saman funksiyalarinin nagil strukturundaki varisidir. Moqalads “Yeddi dag almas1”, “Simanin
nagil”, “Malik Mammad...”, “Sehrlonmis qiz”, “Nusapari xanimin nagili”, “Lal qizin nagil” va “Dost-
lugun sirri” kimi folklor matnlorinin tohlili asasinda konkret heyvan cildlorinin (qus, ilan, ceyran/maral,
dovsan, tiilkil vo at) dasidig1 mifoloji-semantik enerjilor aragdirilir. Miioyyan edilmisdir ki, qus cildina
girma ruhun harokatliliyini (qut anlayisini), ilan xtonik alomlo olagoni, ceyran totemik hamiliyi, dovsan
balodgiliyi, at iso kosmoloji vasitogiliyl simvolizs edir.
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Nagillardaki dorvis obrazi genealoji cohotdon saman arxetipi ilo six baglidir. Samanin ruhlar
diinyas1 ilo qurdugu slags vo tobist qlivvalorino hakimlik gabiliyyeti, nagil mokaninda dorvisin "til-
sim" vo "sehr" vasitasils icra etdiyi transformasiyalara ¢evrilmisdir.

Acar sozlor: Azarbaycan nagillar:, samanizm, darvig, metamorfoza, arxetip, zoomorfizm.

APXETHII IAMAHA B ABEPBANI)KAHCKHUX BOJIIIEBHBIX CKA3KAX:
MOTHUB TPAHCO®OPMALIUU

A.IIl. AnueBa

B cratee wuccnemyroTcsi cieApl JPEBHETO IAMAHCKOTO MHPOBO33PEHUS B CTPYKTYPHO-
CEMaHTHUYECKOW IUIOCKOCTH a3epOaii/PKaHCKUX BOJIIIEOHBIX CKa30K, B YAaCTHOCTH, B KOHTEKCTE
apxeruna Tpanchopmauuu (o6oporHuuecta). OOpa3 mamMaHa M MEPCOHAX JEPBUIIA B BOJIIICOHBIX
CKa3Kax SIBIISTFOTCS CaKpAJIbHBIMU MEIUATOPaMH JIBYX Pa3HBIX HCTOPUYECKUX 30X, TCHEATOTUUECKH U
(YHKIIMOHAIBHO TPOUCXOSIIMMA M3 OIHOTO MH(GHUYECKOTO KOpHSA. B  apxamueckuii mnepuon
Marm4ecKue CIIOCOOHOCTH IIaMaHa - TaKWe KaK IMYTEHIeCTBUE B MHpP JyXOB B COCTOSHHMU TpaHCa,
UCLIETIEHUE JIIO/IeH, MpeaBUJCHHE OyIylero W NPUHITUE pa3IMYHbIX OOMUYMM - HpeTeprenu
TpaHCc(OpMAaIHIO, CMEHHUBIIUCH B OBECTBOBATEIIHHOM MPOCTPAHCTBE CKA3KH TAKUMU MOHSATHSIMU, KaK
«TAIMCMaHy, «3aKIMHAHKUE» W «TallHOe 3HaHWE, BejeHHe TaH». O0a OHM BBICTYIAIOT HOCUTEIISIMU
930TEPUUECKOM CHJIBI, CIIOCOOHBIMU TepeceKaTh rpaHuilbl Mexxay Kocmocom u Xaocom. Onmpasich Ha
Hay4HO-TeopeTnyeckue KoHuenmuu Bragumupa [Iponma, Mupun Dnuane, ApHonbaa BaH [ 'eHnena, b.
Orens, k. belimumu u C. P3acos, B uccnenoBanuu GyHAaMEHTATEHO 00OCHOBBIBAETCS, YTO 0Opa3bl
JepBUILIA M TajaTens (pammana) TEHEaJOrndecKd MpPEeACTaBISIOT CO00i (ONBKIOPU3UPOBAHHBIE
JIepUBAThl apXauvHOIO IIaMaHa-MeauaTopa. V3yueHue HIaMaHCKO-JIEPBUIICKUX MEePEBOILIONICHUH,
BCTpEUAIOIIMXCs B a3epOailHkaHCKIX CKa3Kax, MOKa3bIBAET, YTO MEPCOHAXK JIEPBUIIIA - 3TO HE MPOCTO
PEITUTHO3HO-MUCTHYECKas (PUTYpa, HO U CTPYKTYPHBIA MPEEMHUK apXamdeCKUX MIaMaHCKUX (YHKIIHI
B CKa30YHOM TpocTpaHcTBe. Ha ocHOBe aHamm3a Takux (DOJMBKIOPHBIX TEKCTOB, Kak «Ckaska o cemu
eopuvix aonokaxy, «Ckazka o Cumaney, «Menuk-Mameo...», «3axondosannas oesywika», «Ckaska o
Hywanepu-xanymy, «Ckazka o nemou Oesyukey n «Tatina OpyocOul», WCCIEAYIOTCS MHPOIOTO-
CEeMaHTHYECKHUE DHEPTUH, 3aJI0)KEHHBIE B KOHKPETHBIX YKMBOTHBIX OOMMUMAX (aBHamopdusM/mTHIa,
3Mesl, JDKEHpaH/ONeHb, 3asll, JIMca M JIOIMIA/Ab). YCTaHOBJIEHO, YTO TPHUHITHE NTUYHETO OOTMUHS
CHMBOJIM3UPYET TMOJBMKHOCTh TyIIH (KOHIIETIT Kym), 3Mesl 03Ha4aeT CBSA3b C XTOHUYECKUM MHPOM,
JUKEHpaH - TOTEMHYECKOE TOKPOBUTENBCTBO, 3asill - (DYHKIWIO TPOBOJHHUKA, a JIOMAdb -
KOCMOJIOTHYEeCKOe TocpenHmdecTBo. OOpa3 JepBHIla B CKa3Kkax TEHEATOTHYECKH TECHO CBS3aH C
apxetunioM mmamana. CBs3b IIIaMaHa ¢ MHPOM JyXOB U €ro CIIOCOOHOCTh YIPABISTh CHIIAMHU TTPUPOIBI
TpaHC(OPMUPOBATUCH B CKa30YHOM TIPOCTPAHCTBE B METaMOP(O3bI, OCYIIECTBIISIEMbIC JICPBHUILEM
TIOCPENICTBOM «TATMCMaHOBY M «KOJIZIOBCTBAY.

KiroueBble ci10Ba: azepOauiodcancKkue CKA3Ku, WAMAHU3M, Oepsuul, Memamopgosa,
apxemun, 300Mop@u3sM.
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Museums, which are part of the creative economy, play an important role in the formation of
a knowledge society and a knowledge economy. We examine museums as an integral part of both
cultural and cognitive tourism and the integration of science, education and culture. The country's
museums must necessarily operate in accordance with the requirements of the time and become an
integral part of the creative industry. Museums are not only places where we go for entertainment
and cultural leisure, they are also institutions that ensure the improvement of the cultural level, the
promotion of cultural and scientific heritage, learning, enlightenment, as well as the improvement
of the quality of life and social well-being of the local population. The article examines the experi-
ence of some museums, including some museums in Azerbaijan, in the application of digital and ar-
tificial intelligence technologies, and analyzes the prospects and threats in this area. The novelty of
this study lies in its justification of museums' participation in building a knowledge society and its
analysis of the prospects and threats of using digital and artificial intelligence technologies in mu-
seum activities. The scientific and practical significance of the study is enhanced by the author's
proposed project, “Monitoring Museum Activities in Azerbaijan,” since the project's implementati-
on will, among other things, allow for an analysis of the state of digitalization in museum activities.

Keywords: digitalization, artificial intelligence technologies, Azerbaijan, museums, knowled-
ge society.

INTRODUCTION

In our modern era, the concepts of “digitalization” and “artificial intelligence” have entered
all spheres of public life, and the current society is called the “digital society”. The cultural sphere,
including museum activities, is no exception.

Considering museums as an important factor in the formation of a knowledge society, we be-
lieve that museums collect, create and popularize not only examples of cultural heritage, but also
scientific knowledge. The main objective of the study is to examine the experience of museums of
Azerbaijan in the application of digital and artificial intelligence technologies in their activities, as
well as to analyze the prospects and threats in this area.

One of the priority tasks facing us is the development of a knowledge society, a knowledge
economy and its component, a creative economy, in Azerbaijan. The development of museums in
the republic, the widespread use of modern technologies in the work of domestic museums, the im-
plementation by museums of projects aimed at educating the population, providing cultural leisure
and, at the same time, attracting additional financial resources — all these tasks are of particular rele-
vance. Along with the collection, storage, study and demonstration of museum objects, one of the
areas of activity of museums is educational activities. In a period of constantly growing information
flow, society needs comprehensive and accessible information. Museums are indispensable sources
of such information. At this stage, it is necessary to conduct monitoring in order to find out the cur-
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rent state of affairs in this area, and to develop a unified concept for determining the prospects for
the development of museums.

Many museums around the world are using digital and artificial intelligence technologies ex-
tensively. Digitization creates new opportunities to attract visitors to museums, improve public rela-
tions, better preserve and pass on cultural and scientific heritage to future generations through digi-
tal archives, and generally increase the efficiency of museum work. For example, expanding public
relations (PR) activities is one of the demands of today. In our dynamic and rapidly changing era,
the activities of museums and any organization in general seem impossible without the necessary
information. Through highly organized communication, the museum can get as close to visitors as
possible and create various communication methods for them (audio tours, touch panels, informati-
on kiosks and centers, virtual tours, mobile applications, etc.). Using various communication tech-
nologies, the museum promotes its products and services and attracts visitors to the museum.

Experts note that digitalization and new technologies are fundamentally changing modern mu-
seum work, helping to overcome the limitations of physical space, expand the museum audience,
and create new forms of contact with cultural heritage. Currently, digitalization opens up vast op-
portunities for presenting virtual museums and exhibitions, online catalogs and databases, mobile
applications, social networks and online platforms, 3D models of museum objects with digital spe-
eds, and other such museum products and services. People have the opportunity to get acquainted
with the expositions without coming to the museum. Online catalogs and digital databases make
museum collections accessible, allowing people to get detailed information about museum objects,
view them, and learn about historical facts, thereby creating favorable conditions for more flexible
research and educational processes. Mobile applications, on the other hand, turn smartphones into
personal guides, providing audio guides, interactive maps, and additional information about exhi-
bits.

In addition, in recent years, museums have been engaging with their audiences through social
media, hosting online events, creating virtual communities, and attracting new visitors. 3D mode-
ling allows for the creation of accurate replicas of artifacts, which are used in teaching, restoration,
and even for creating replicas that people with disabilities can touch. Artificial intelligence is being
applied in museums to analyze large amounts of data, automate routine tasks, generate personalized
recommendations, and even restore damaged artworks. Automating routine tasks increases the effi-
ciency of museum work, as museum staff have more time to do more creative work [21, p. 120].

Artificial intelligence is used in museum activities in the following ways:

* discovery of museum collections through computer vision technology;

* natural language processing for analyzing visitor feedback;

» application of predictive analytics to predict visitor numbers, spending, exhibition titles, and
event schedules;

* infrastructure management: lighting, heating and security systems to reduce energy con-
sumption and ensure safety;

» analysis of artworks and collections to determine authenticity and current condition;

* automation of routine tasks such as ticket management and event planning;

« analysis of visitor statistics and activity on social networks, evaluation of marketing campa-
igns for optimization of future strategies;

* creation of virtual tours of museums and galleries, preparation of training courses within the
framework of exhibitions and events, including through chatbots;

* creation of visual content for promotion, PR-campaigns and other projects [20, p. 1517-
1518].
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Regarding the application of digital and artificial intelligence technologies in museums, in her
article titled “Integrating Al in Museums. A New Phase in the Museum’s Transformation,” Yael
Eylat Van Essen (Israel), a scholar who conducts research in the fields of museology, digital cultu-
re, art, the interaction of science and technology, design, and photo theory, writes that the integrati-
on of artificial intelligence into museums is in its initial stage. Digital transformation is bringing to
museums a diverse set of experts, including those specializing in user experience (UX) and search
engine optimization (SEQ), innovation, content strategies, big data analytics, community manage-
ment, machine learning (ML), natural language processing, and more, to help them fulfill new mis-
sion of museums. However, many museums still struggle to implement digital projects due to a lack
of staff knowledge and skills in this area [15, p. 233-234].

The above is typical for most museums in Azerbaijan: small museums, especially those loca-
ted in the regions, almost never use modern technologies due to the lack of necessary material reso-
urces and the lack of specialized staff in this field.

In the article, the scientist also touches on another important point: museums that digitize the-
ir collections provide documentation on the ownership of works of art and artifacts, thus determi-
ning the history and copyright of these objects. Here, all information is placed, from the creation of
a cultural heritage specimen to its current location, and this is an important aspect for the preservati-
on and understanding of cultural heritage. Yael Eilat Van Essen emphasizes that the availability of
documentation, especially in the context of contemporary restitution and decolonization efforts, al-
lows museums to fulfill their public functions in accordance with the principles of transparency, ac-
countability, and inclusion. In this process, documentation of the belonging of objects can lead to
the discovery of new information about the complex relationship between museums and historical
injustice [15, p. 237].

Considering that samples of Azerbaijan's cultural heritage are kept in other countries, the app-
lication of artificial intelligence technologies in this area will facilitate the collection of information
about samples that were once removed from the country.

One of the successful examples of the application of digital technologies and artificial intelli-
gence in museums around the world in recent years is Refik Anadol's Living Architecture: Gehry
project, which presented at the Guggenheim Museum in Bilbao in 2025. The audiovisual installati-
on, prepared by Refik Anadol Studio, reinterprets Frank Gehry's architectural legacy through artifi-
cial intelligence and generative art. Large Architecture Model, LAM, uses leading-edge technologi-
es to transform Gehry's architectural style into ever-changing landscapes of dynamic form, color,
and movement. The visual solutions are complemented by a soundscape created by Kerim Karaog-
lu, which incorporates sound and recordings of museum materials through artificial intelligence [7].

Another interesting project was implemented at the Palace of Versailles in Paris: using a mo-
bile application or by scanning a QR code, visitors gain access to an interface that allows them to
have a verbal dialogue with the statues, and thus the statues become the main characters of the tour,
sharing their stories with people during the dialogue. During the exchange of information, a better
understanding of the heritage of Versailles occurs, and new knowledge is gained through anecdotes,
historical facts and often unknown details.

This new Al tool adapts to the audience, allowing visitors to move at their own pace, selecting
sculptures and asking them as many questions as they want. Young or old, a specialist in the field or
simply curious — everyone can participate in discussions via phone according to their interests and
desires [4].

Here we can also talk about an interesting project. The aim of the “RePAIR” (Reconstructing
the Past: Artificial Intelligence and Robotics meet Cultural Heritage) project, funded by the Europe-
an Union’s “Horizon 2020 research and innovation program, is to develop technology that per-

45 YOUNG RESEARCHER, 2026, Ne3, ISSN 2409-4838



N.R.Jafarova

G

forms the physical restoration of damaged works of art, which is considered one of the most comp-
lex and difficult stages of archaeological research. By creating and integrating new technologies in
the fields of robotics, computer vision and artificial intelligence, it is possible to develop an intelli-
gent robotic system for faster processing, comparison and physical restoration of large fragmented
works.

The system is planned to be tested in Pompeii, a UNESCO World Heritage Site. The project
aims to restore two world-famous frescoes that were broken into thousands of fragments [12].

Among the projects demonstrating the research potential of artificial intelligence, the Vesuvi-
us Challenge, a 2023 experiment to decipher the texts of ancient scrolls from Herculaneum, deser-
ves special attention. When the eruption of Mount Vesuvius destroyed the city in 79 CE, it buried a
library of hundreds of scrolls from one of the ancient villas (the “Villa of the Papyri”) under ash and
pumice. The carbonized scrolls seemed hopeless to read, but nearly 2,000 years later, scientists we-
re able to use artificial intelligence to reconstruct and read the texts, including masterpieces of anci-
ent poetry, prose, and philosophical treatises that had been thought lost forever.

Another equally important project is the reconstruction of 16th-century frescoes at the Fera-
pontov Monastery (Vologda Oblast), where artificial intelligence helped recreate the lost (2024).
Major institutions such as the Space Research Institute of the Russian Academy of Sciences, Mos-
cow State University of Geodesy and Cartography, the National Research Center "Kurchatov Insti-
tute," and GosNIIR participated in the project. Scientists used the Stable Diffusion neural network
to digitally restore the frescoes based on multispectral imaging and analogs. It is important to note
that similar technologies are also used in China (the Dunhuang cave frescoes) and India (the Ajanta
frescoes) [19, p. 480-481].

This is precisely the ethical aspect of using artificial intelligence in scientific research and
creative activities: the researcher simply solves routine problems, tests certain theories, performs
calculations, etc. using digital tools. In our opinion, artificial intelligence is not only a great oppor-
tunity, but also a very big threat! It is one thing to use leading technologies, various tools, and trans-
lation programs, but it is quite another to entrust the work entirely to artificial intelligence and, in
fact, to release a product created on the basis of materials “stolen” from here and there under one’s
own name. Currently, such unpleasant situations are widespread in science, journalism, culture, and
other fields. Therefore, various tools should be applied to identify scientific works and articles crea-
ted entirely through artificial intelligence. Otherwise, we will lose real scientists, researchers, and
artists. We cannot sacrifice humans to artificial intelligence! This point once again confirms how
urgent it is to approach the development of science and technology from a humanistic and ethical
perspective.

2026 has been declared the “Year of Digitalization and Artificial Intelligence” in Kazakhstan.
Noting that Kazakhstan has further consolidated its position as a leading model of digital transfor-
mation in the Eurasian region, Central Asian researcher Abdulhamid Hamid Al-Kba said that the re-
venues of the Astana Hub, which currently includes about 2,000 technology companies, will exceed
800 billion tenge (more than $1.5 billion) in 2025, and the export of IT services will be close to $1
billion. Stressing that despite all these global processes, Kazakhstan has not forgotten its cultural ro-
ots, Al-Kba added that the legacy of the poet and philosopher Abai Kunanbaiuly remains an ethical
guide, and that this year this heritage has merged with technology in Turkestan, and that "smart"
tourism is developing through virtual tours, augmented reality, and tourist flow management thro-
ugh artificial intelligence [6].

Digital and artificial intelligence technologies are also widely used in museums in Kazakhs-
tan. For example, according to Kairat Blelov, a research fellow at the Karaganda Regional Museum
of Fine Arts, the collection, which includes about 13,000 paintings and sculptures, graphics, and de-
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corative and applied arts, has been completely digitized. As part of the exhibition “Ethics of the
Great Steppe,” which opened last year, a statue of the famous Kazakh singer Madi Bapul and works
by several artists were brought to life using neural networks [18].

Thus, digitalization and artificial intelligence are rapidly entering the activities of museums
around the world. When it comes to our museums, it should be noted that multimedia resources (to-
uch screens, various 3D models, video and audio devices, etc.) increase the interactivity and dyna-
mism of museums, making these spaces more attractive to the population, especially the younger
generation and children.

Emphasizing that no technique or the most perfect system can replace the solemnity of the
museum atmosphere and the aura of a museum, Naila Aliyeva, a doctor of philosophy in culturo-
logy, adds, “but with all this, it is clear that: a) the future development of museums is closely linked
to the development of the Internet system; b) the Internet opens up new opportunities for solving
many urgent problems of museum work; c) with the emergence of computer technology that allows
for the installation of virtual realities and the development of new electronic communications, mu-
seums are faced with the problem of improving the system of signs that form the basis of their com-
munication” [5, p. 13]. The researcher also notes that the first museum in our republic to have a vir-
tual version is the ANAS Huseyn Javid House-Museum (currently operating under the Ministry of
Culture).

Modern technological tools are used in the country's major museums. This is reflected in the
organization of the exposition, the preservation of the collection, the computerization of the collec-
tion (mainly through the KAMIS-complex automated museum information system program), and in
various forms of service to visitors. For example, the National Museum of Azerbaijan literature na-
med after Nizami Ganjavi has prepared video tours covering various topics in 5 languages (Azerbai-
jani, English, Russian, Persian, and Arabic) and posted them on its official website and YouTube
channel. The “Media” section of the museum’s official website has sections called “Virtual Muse-
um,” “Video Gallery,” and “Photo Gallery,” but no material has been posted in these sections, and
the materials presented in the “Video Gallery” section have not been updated since early 2020 [9].

The lectures and videos presented in the “Online Lectures” section of the official website of
the National Museum of History of Azerbaijan have a direct educational function. In addition, the
“Collections and Germs” section of the site presents photographs of a number of museum items and
information about them [10]. However, the digitization of museum funds is one of the issues on the
agenda. Such initiatives require financial resources. Of course, more can be done through certain
grand projects or with the help of sponsors.

The official website of the National Carpet Museum provides information and relevant photos
about the exposition located on the 3rd floor of the museum, as well as the jewelry fund, a virtual
tour of the museum, a photo and video gallery, and announcements of organized exhibitions [1]. It
should be noted that over the past six months, the official website of the museum has been working
intermittently, which creates problems for local and foreign tourists, as well as researchers.

One of the modern trends in museum activities is visiting museums using audio guides witho-
ut resorting to guides. In 2019, in order to organize excursions that meet modern requirements, the
Ministry of Culture purchased equipment for audio guides in various languages from the French
company ORPHEO Group for the Azerbaijan National Art Museum, the Azerbaijan National Car-
pet Museum and the Gobustan State Historical and Artistic Reserve. Currently, it is possible to tour
the halls of these places accompanied by audio guides. In the Carpet Museum, visitors can also tour
the museum with a tablet.

The official website of the State Museum of Musical Culture of Azerbaijan provides compre-
hensive information about the funds and exposition, rare pearls of the museum collection (musical
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instruments, sheet music, video collection), and relevant photo and video materials. The “Video
Guide” section of the website highlights events held in the museum itself and in its 4 branches (Per-
manent Exhibition of Folk Musical Instruments, Niyazi's Apartment-Museum, Vagif Mustafaza-
deh's House-Museum and Gara Garayev's House-Museum) and presents various plots [13].

In addition, announcements of upcoming exhibitions and events, interesting information, edu-
cational videos, and materials are published on the websites of major museums, Facebook, Instag-
ram, Tik Tok pages, and YouTube channels.

The museum that uses digital and artificial intelligence technologies the most widely is the
Azerbaijan National Museum of Art. According to the director of the museum, PhD on Art Study
Shirin Malikova, in recent years, the National Museum of Art has been implementing all exhibition
projects using digital content and artificial intelligence capabilities, as well as animation and video
projection. These tools both complement the curatorial idea of the exhibition and, in some cases, act
as an artistic value as a digital work of art. The museum implements all these projects on its own,
that is, the museum products are the fruit of the work of the Technology and Innovations Depart-
ment.

The capabilities of artificial intelligence were first used at the exhibition “Western Azerbaijan
in Our Cultural Memory,” which opened in December 2023. The exhibition presented, along with
works of fine and decorative-applied art stored in three museums of the country, the magnificent in-
teriors of the Sardar Palace in Irevan, which was razed to the ground in 1914, through artificial in-
telligence. When the palace was destroyed, some of the works and interiors that adorned it were ta-
ken to Georgia and are currently preserved in the Georgian State Museum of Art. The projection of
photographs preserved in the archives of this museum is the first example of the use of digital tech-
nologies for the restoration of an architectural space in the history of museum work in Azerbaijan.

As part of the exhibition “Vajiha Samadova 100: Pages of an Artist’s Life,” which opened in
June 2024, portraits and landscapes were animated for the first time using artificial intelligence soft-
ware, and the painting “On the Kura Bank™ was displayed using the principle of animation. On a to-
uch screen placed next to the animation created by the museum’s artist Sevil Karimova, visitors co-
uld familiarize themselves with the artistic analysis of this work and photos of the sketches.

According to the concept of the exhibition “Sattar Bahlulzadeh — the wonderful tale of natu-
re”’, which opened in November of that year, the use of multimedia resources was also envisaged.
For example, the world-famous artist's famous painting “Gulustan” was demonstrated in the form of
a presentation-animation, and the artist's albums were presented in electronic format via a touch
screen. In addition, the exhibition also included fragments of a documentary film about Sattar Bah-
lulzadeh.

The exhibition “Hello, Nowruz!” brings to life the elements of Nowruz: Fire, Wind, Water,
and Earth, through photo and video projections and sound effects.

QR codes are being used in the permanent exhibition of the National Museum of Art. Thro-
ugh this innovation, visitors can access the electronic catalog of exhibits and get detailed informati-
on about them. The QR code also helps to keep statistics on the most popular works, which works
and artists people are interested in, which has an impact on the preparation of future exhibition and
lecture plans.

Sharing her thoughts on the role of artificial intelligence in the development of museums, Shi-
rin Malikova said that “the fact that museum collections are accessible to everyone allows everyone
to do whatever they want with works of art. This trend is still new, it is difficult to say anything at
the initial stage. Today, we only observe that the works preserved in our collections are being wi-
dely used on social networks, “going out into the public.” The positive side of this is that with this
method we can at least increase our knowledge in this field by involving the younger generations.
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And it is likely that some of them will want to see the work they saw on social media in person and
will visit the museum. Therefore, the popularization of collections through artificial intelligence
programs is undoubtedly possible” [17, p. 14].

Various screens and equipment have been installed at the “Musical Instruments: Unity and
Diversity” exhibition organized at the Heydar Aliyev Center, in our museums opened after restorati-
on in Shusha, and in a number of other places. However, most museums in the country have still be-
en left out of the digitalization process.

On November 8, 2025, on the 5th anniversary of the historic Victory in the 44-day Patriotic
War, the Victory Museum was opened in Baku. The 8 exhibition halls titled “Karabakh and Eastern
Zangezur. The Story of Centuries”, “The Armenian-Azerbaijani Conflict. A Glimpse into History”,
“Patriotic War of 44 Days. The “Iron Fist” Operation”, “Glorious Victory. The Liberation of Shus-
ha”, “The Heroes Walk”, “Karabakh is Azerbaijan!”, “The Restoration of State Sovereignty.
20.09.2023” and “Karabakh and Eastern Zangezur. Revival” used photo and video materials, inte-
ractive demonstrations, and exhibits specially prepared for the museum, models, LED monitors, and
materials prepared using artificial intelligence. The museum also has an Auditorium hall for organi-
zing seminars and conferences, various public events, a cafe and a library where books and research
materials on the history and cultural heritage of Azerbaijan, the Armenian-Azerbaijani conflict, the
restoration and development of Karabakh are presented. In the future, it is planned to place the ma-
terials collected about each of our martyrs, as well as documentary films about the heroes of the
Patriotic War, in the museum's database [11].

Despite its new establishment, the museum's official website has already been launched, whe-
re audio guides placed in each hall provide users with relevant information in Azerbaijani and Eng-
lish. A QR code has also been placed on the website to view the virtual map of the museum [16]. Of
course, work on the site continues.

In recent years, the country's major museums have expanded their virtual activities in line
with the realities created by the pandemic period. The preparation of virtual exhibitions and tours,
the activity of pages on various social networks play an important role in attracting both local and
foreign tourists to museums, which is one of the factors that increases the tourism potential of mu-
seums. However, most of our museums are poorly promoted in the international virtual space. The
official websites of the relatively small museums of the republic, especially those located in the re-
gions, are of a low standard, activity of museums on various social networks is unsatisfactory, and
many museums do not have websites at all.

In our opinion, a single electronic database of the country's museums should be created to re-
veal the current situation in this area. If information about the addresses of museums, buildings, col-
lections, events, etc., is placed here, it will make these places more accessible to the general public
and will make a significant contribution to the process of disseminating relevant knowledge. The
project “Monitoring of museum activities in Azerbaijan” that we propose can also be used to solve
this issue [2, p. 13; 3, p. 60-64].

Modern museums act as large platforms that ensure the preservation, dissemination, develop-
ment, exchange of scientific and cultural heritage, the preservation and creation of scientific know-
ledge, and the expansion of intercultural dialogue. Museums promote their activities in the virtual
space through Google, YouTube, Facebook, Instagram, and other large digital platforms. Currently,
in addition to websites, museums must have activity on social networks, because nowadays people
get information about this or that place through websites and social networks and decide to visit
them. When examining the current state of museums' activities on Internet platforms during monito-
ring, the following table can be compiled by entering individual links for each museum (Table).
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Table
Activities of museums on Internet platforms
Ne  |Museum ‘?Vgg;lfg Facebook Instagram YouTube Wikipedia TikTok
.. . |https://www.ti
) . |https://www.you |https://az.wiki .
National Mu- https://www.fac lsltt;pi;r/rx‘:n;g tube.com/channe|pedia.org/wiki/ lgz(;l;fr(l)irlrlli/_dlsc
seum of Histo-|http://azhistory|ebook.com/azhis ETam-COMM 1 5 C4efIGYWG Milli Az%C9
1. . museumothist = az%C9%99rba
ry of Azerbai-|museum.gov.a torymuseum/?lo .. |gltbXIRASgdyH |%99rbaycan .
. _ oryofazerbaija .. . |ycan-tarix-
jan z/ cale=az AZ A Tarixi_Muzeyi .

n/ muzeyi
https://az.wiki
pedia.org/wiki/|https://www.ti

https://www.you |Az%C9%99rb |ktok.com/disc
) Azerbaijan https://www.fac |https://www.in |tube.com/channe|aycan Milli  |over/milli-
" |National Mu- https://national ebook.com/natio [stagram.com/n (I/UCCiZMEA4KI |%C4%B0nc% |inc%C9%99s
seum of Art artﬁl ﬁseum a7/ nalartmuseum.az|ationalartmuse [yKrAngawyhlq |C9%99s%C9 |%C9%99n%C
Ry um.az/ DQ/featured %991%C9%9 |9%99t-muzeyi
9t Muzeyi
https://www.in https://az.wiki
_ ) pe-
Azerbaijan |V WVW-azearpet sta DUps://WWW.yOU | 1o oo awiki/A [https:/Awww. ti
. museum.az https://www.fac |gram.com/azer |tube.com/@Aze
National . . 2%C9%99rbay |ktok.com/@na
3. Carpet Currently not|ebook.com/Azer [baijanna- rbaijanNa- can Milli Xal ltionalcarpet-
Mlispeum working baycanMilliXal- |tionalcarpet- |tionalCarpet- % C3%ATa M museumrp
(10.06.2026) |caMuzeyi/ muse- Museum = 70T
um/?hl=ru vyt
hitps://www.fac https://az.wiki
ebook.com/p/Za edia.ore/wiki/
Zagatala Mu- qatala-Tarix- %a at.alag Tari
seugm of Histo- Diyar%C5%9F X- ! -
4. Not available |%C3%BCnasl% |Not available [Not available .o rco.o |Notavailable
ry and Local C4%Blg- Diyar%C5%9
Lore muzeyi- F%C3%BCnas
0, 0,
1000676263761 %6C4%B1q_
30/ Muzeyi

Using this table as an example, we can analyze the relevant data for all museums in the repub-
lic. For deeper and more extensive analysis, links to pages in other languages should also be noted.
Then, the level of updating of the information posted on these pages should be analyzed, because
there are pages that are not updated for months or years. Activity on other platforms can also be ex-
amined. Based on the table we propose, the current situation in this area will be clearly revealed.

CONCLUSION
Thus, professional and proper use of digital and artificial intelligence technologies increases
the efficiency of every field, including museum activities. However, we should also note that the
widespread application of artificial intelligence technologies poses information security and ethical
problems for museums. The solution of these issues must be regulated from a legal perspective.

Therefore, while noting that museums can effectively and ethically use artificial intelligence
to preserve cultural heritage and ensure its transmission from generation to generation, as well as to
enrich the visitor experience, Turkish researchers emphasize that “artifcial intelligence should be
implemented as a supporting tool without ignoring ethical values; it should be designed inclusively
to eliminate accessibility barriers; employees should be integrated into the use of artifcial intelligen-
ce to avoid employment problems for museum employees; Data approval details should have an im-
portant place in the accurate representation of cultural heritage; social trust should be increased
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through public awareness activities; universities and technology companies should work together to
prepare society for this and contribute to the cultural heritage; the literature should be enriched not
only with qualitative but also quantitative and experimental studies” [14].

When discussing the application of artificial intelligence in interactive museum exhibitions
and visitor experiences, Chinese creative and visual design experts point out that museums should
focus on improving attractive quality elements such as personalized experiences, instant feedback,
and interactive technologies in their exhibition designs. These elements significantly enhance visitor
satisfaction and engagement. To create the most immersive environment, advanced interactive tech-
nologies such as virtual reality and surround sound should be actively implemented.

To further enhance visitor learning and cultural literacy, museums should combine expert
commentary with multilingual support. Providing multimedia audiovisual materials can enrich the
presentation of exhibits and engage visitors from diverse backgrounds. Museums should continually
optimize the content and format of exhibitions based on visitor feedback to maintain their relevance
and appeal. Innovative exhibition design methods should be employed, including elements such as
interactive games and role-playing games [8, p. 165].

All this is also relevant for museums of Azerbaijan. To understand the state of affairs in this
area in our republic, we have proposed the “Monitoring of Museum Activities in Azerbaijan” pro-
ject. Along with other questions, by completing the table we have provided, we will be able to cla-
rify the state of digitalization of museum activities in the country. Furthermore, conducting relevant
research using specific museums and their practical activities in the field of digital and artificial in-
telligence technologies is of particular importance for future development.
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BILIKLOR COMIiYYOTIi VO MUZEYLOR: AZORBAYCANDA MUZEYLORIN
FOALIYYOTINDO ROQOMSALLASMA VO SUNI INTELLEKT

N.R. Cafarova

Kreativ igtisadiyyatin pargasi olan muzeylor biliklor comiyyati vo biliklor iqtisadiyyatinin for-
malagmasinda miihiim rol oynayir. Biz muzeylori hom modani-doerketmo turizminin, hom ds elm,
tohsil vo moadoniyyatin inteqrasiyasinin torkib hissesi kimi arasdiririq. Olks muzeylori miiasir dov-
rlin tolabloring uygun faaliyyot gostormoli vo kreativ sonayelorin pargasina ¢evrilmolidir. Muzeylor
yalniz oylonco vo modoni asudo vaxti tomin edon mokanlar deyil. Miiasir muzeylor moadoni soviyyo-
nin artirilmasi, madoni vo elmi irsin yayilmasi va tabligi, tadris, maariflondirma, habels yerli ohali-
nin hoyat soviyyasi va sosial rifahinin yaxsilasdirilmasina yonoalon todbirlor hoyata kecirir. Maqalo-
da diinyanin, o ciimladon Azarbaycanin bir sira muzeyindo rogamsal vo siini intellekt texnologiyala-
rindan istifado tocriibasine nozor salinir, bu sahado perspektiv vo tohliikolor tohlil edilir. Todqigatin
yeniliyi biliklor comiyyatinin qurulmasinda muzeylorin istirakinin asaslandirilmasi, muzey foaliyyo-
tindo rogomsal vo siini intellekt texnologiyalarinin istifadosinin imkanlar1 vo tohliikslorinin tohlilin-
don ibarotdir. Aragdirmanin elmi va praktiki shamiyyati miiollif torafindon toklif olunan “Azarbay-
canda muzey foaliyyatinin monitoringi” layihasi sayasindo artir. Bu layihonin hoyata kegirilmosi di-
gaor amillarle yanasi, muzey foaliyyatinin rogomsallagdirilmasi sahasinin mévcud vaziyyatini 1iza ¢i-
xararaq tohlil etmoyas imkan yaradacagq.
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Acar sozlor: ragomsallasma, siini intellekt texnologiyalari, Azarbaycan, muzeylar, biliklor co-
miyyati.

OBILIECTBO 3HAHUI U MY3EU: [IN®POBU3ALIMUA U HCKYCCTBEHHbBIN
HUHTEJUIEKT B MY3EMHOMU JESATEJBHOCTHU B ABEPBANUI)KAHE

H.P. {xapaposa

SIBNAACH YACThIO KPEAaTMBHON SKOHOMHUKH, MY3€H UTPAIOT BAXHYIO pOJib B (hOpMUpOBaHUH
o01iecTBa 3HaHUI M SKOHOMHUKHM 3HaHUI. MBI paccMaTpuBaeM My3€HM B KauecTBE HEOThEMIIEMOM
4acTU KaK KYJbTYpHO-IIO3HABATEIbHOIO TYpU3Ma, TaK M HHTErpaluy HayKd, oOpa3oBaHUs U